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. F> mentous affairs in Fay an 
| ealy ſhape, ſo engaged 
the affections of Achilles, that the 
latter, thought much leſs on mount- 
ing the heighth of St. Paul's than 
moſt officers do mounting guard at 
St. James's, whoſe duty too often 
becomes a pain, though once their 
molt favourite pleaſure. 
The day was now a little over. 
aſt, when in hopes of it's clearing 
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up in a ſhort time, our philoſopher, 
inſtead of uſing his glaſs, which he 
knew would ſhow objects impro. i 
perly as yet, began to give his Pupl | 
ſome general inſtructions in relatia 
to his preſent and future life; ad. 


4 

{ 

ding, that my candle of life is . 
moſt out perhaps; your's is but latch 
lighted. 
When I ſurvey this wondrous ne-. . 
tropolis, and recollect by my on. 
fatal experience, how different me . 
are from what they appear, Ic 
but adviſe you never to truſt then. 
as they ſeem, The peck of ſalt vag 
far from a bad proverb even at tua 
time of day. But, as the trick, thy 
cunning, the arts and fineſſe of mean. 
are unhappily (for themſelves as we. 


as the world) extended, I quer 
whether a buſhel of that kind of ſe 


ſoning would be ſufficient to expli N | 
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and unravel the labyrinths and treceſ- 
de ceſſes of many minds. 

. They are, indeed, a labyrinth, ſays 
Achilles! And happy is he who finds 
the clue early. I once, like all young 
people, thought I knew much! every 
day convinces me I know nothing; 
and further, I fear I never ſhall, even 
under ſo excellent a preceptor. The 
ebbs and flows of the human mind 
are too ſudden and uncertain to fix 
any table of them. And all we can 
ay is, that there is a tide ſubject to a 
much more uncertain government 
than that which governs that of the 
Thames. 

You fay right, my Achilles! ſays 
f men Chiron; for I, who am ſo ſkill- 
ed in the doubles and windings 
of the human heart (as not only 
yourſelf, but the body of my ac- 
quaintance ſuppoſe me,) will ho- 


Wi declare to you, that ſuch a Pro- 
B 2 teus 


1 —— DIANA. —— — 


ſeems bent on riches: dangers at ſe 
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teus as man never was formed. 4. 
varo, our intimate acquaintance, 


iq 
Y 


perils at land are eſteemed trifles ty 
obtain his end; while all the time 
his end is only to obtain power; for 
you will ſoon ſee that he, wh iMW 
ſpunged on all his acquaintance for WM 
a dinner, till they were tired of hin, i! 
at once unlocks his coffers to get 
ſeat in p t. The ſavingsofa MF * 
twenty years neceſſary meals at 
ſquandered for a ſingle vote, as Ic, 
venture to prophecy will be the cafe: 
nor does he grudge banquets to other 
to carry this moſt favourite point, 
while privately you ſtill behold him 
enjoying the reliques of their volun- 
tary and joyous profuſion. 
Cornuto, our other friend and hi 
neighbour, moſt egregiouſly deceives 
every one but ourſelves; I mean wid 


the aſſiſtance of this glaſs. He pre 


tend 


OPTICIAN, $ 
tends to the wide world that he is 


1 ealous, grows very frantic often on 
% che occaſion, as ſtrangers would be- 
. » WW live; while all the while he avoids 
no company, and locks up his wife to 
fr WH fave expences. Nay, fo covetous is 
und the raſcal grown, that I don't know 
whether he is not ſo very careleſs, 
bim, inſtead of being jealous of his once 
et (delectable companion, as to connive, 
＋ were ſhe ſo inclined, at her going 
- an aſtray, provided ſhe could get her 
| can MM pparel and diet out of it. 
cafe WF Let this very man pretended to 
then {MW marry Lucinda for love; the world 
point believed it; they ſtill believe it; I 
1 bin mean the multitude. But I, who 
lun: ſearch into the heart of man, know 
he never loved leſs than on the 
nd had vedding night; and only married 
cee lady without fortune merely to 
n wil have the name of doing a generous 
le pre Kon, and being ſeemingly a man 
tend: B 3 of 


did not ſanctify him in his wiſht-i 
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fortune himſelf; for the world he 
knew would naturally cry, how could 
he venture to do this, if he was not 
a man of at leaſt tolerable fortune, if 
not abſolute independency ? 
Every ſportſman and fox-hunter, 
my dear pupil, does not purſue i 
ſo very ſtrenuouſly for the ſake df 
the pleaſure or the game as he pre- 
tens. No, he is often unealy at 
hom; and he is glad to ſeek relief :? 
by abſence. Men of real bufinels WM; 
have gl-,1ous excuſes for their ab- 
{ence at home; but what can a cou -· 2 
z 'tquire do? his buſineſs is only 
OCCauunal; a land-tax meeting, 1 
quorum, a turnpike debate or ſome 
ſuch affair is all he can plead as an 
excuic for abſence, if the pleaſure 
of his gun, his hounds, or his horte 


abſence, 


How 
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ne How happy is it to know the 
d truth of things, ſays Achilles! I de- 
10t WW clare I ſhall ſoon look on the world 
| as a perpetual maſquerade, in which 
| I, like the colonel on guard, at thoſe 
aſſemblies, am the only perſon who 
am, or have a right to be without my 
vizor, I uſed fooliſhly to think 
every muſical doctor of a very har- 
| monious temper, every red coated, 
though puny whipſter, brave at heart; 
Cinels every divine as pious as the words he 
r aV-WF utters; and every m r of p t 
coun WF a ſincere lover of his country and 
only faithful repreſentative of the city, 
ng, 1 town or borough corporate that choſe 
lone him; but, alas! your never-erring 
as auß glaſs, and ever friendly converſation 
lealur WW withal, convince me that the great 
; horls theatre, no leſs than thoſe of the me- 
ſht-1 tropolis under us, abounds with ac- 
tors, whoſe hearts are as wide of the 
words they utter as truth and falſ- 
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hood ; but the day I fee clears up ; 
little; ſhall we proceed to the buj. 


neſs we came about, or continue u 


we now are, ſtudious in reflection! 
As to myſelf, I do declare, I hare 
ever found your obſervations ſo juſt, 
that I take your word in every thing 
you advance, without deſiring to 
convince my eyes by the help of the 
teleſcope. 

But there I diſcommend you, ſays 
Chiron ; take no man's word in any 
thing: they, like myſelf, will often 
tell you truths at firſt, the better to 
palm inſincerity on you afterwards, 
like thofe who are punctual in pay- 
ing trifles they borow, to raiſe a cha- 
racter of exactneſs and honeſty, in 
order the better to gain larger ſum), 
which they never intended, perhaps, 
to reſtore to you, I have often known 
this practiced, and to advantage too 
more particularly by the gentlemen 


(1 


OPTICIAN:.' 9 


(if ſuch they deſerve to be called) 
of that Weſtern Iſland there; and I 


have ſome diſtant notion, that the 
man we ſee ſo long with the tavern- 


keeper juſt under our eye there in 
the church-yard, is bent on the ſame 
errand: my glaſs will ſoon diſcover. 
But firſt obſerve only how Boniface 
ſeeks his own ruin, by refuſing to 
be paid for ſuch trifles. We cannot 
at this diſtance hear; but trnſt to 

your own eyes and be ſatisfied, 
Achilles accordingly looked ; and 
as Chiron had well obſerved, this 
gentleman was, and had been, very 
punctual in paying the trifling bills 
of a ſingle day: but his ſcheme was, 
as J obſerved juſt now, only to en- 
tice the tavern-keeper into an hog- 
ſhead of claret to be ſent to his houſe; 
at which place, inſtead of drinking 
It, he archly propoſed to re-ſell it, 
put the caſh in his pocket, and ſet 
| B 5 off 


_ obſerve further, he quits England, 


they are both tradeſmen, and in 
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off for Holland immediately, hay. 

ing no ready money for travelling. 

charges, and yet being in abſolute 
neceſſity to take ſuch a voyage, i 
Obſerve how melancholy his heart 
is, leſt he ſhould be refuſed credit 
for the wine; for he has not a far. 
thing in his pocket at preſent : that 
purſe, which is made of thicker filk 
than ordinary, contains only brak 
counters; they glitter through the 
filk alittle, ſo as to imitate gold: he 
carries his point by this means ; for 


and leaves his bail to ſhift for them- 
ſelves : the ſum is not a ſmall one; 


few months, by their ill- timed good- 
nature (having often- refuſed the 
fame favour to thoſe who really de- 
ſerved it; but here they hoped to 
over-charge him in their own way; 


and ſo following of ſhadows they 
quit 
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quit the ſubſtance) they will both 
be bankrupts in leſs than a year. 


But it is a kind of broken day, and 


oe, W we will adjourn, if you pleaſe, till to- 
an morrow. We have been prevented 
edit our early obſervations hitherto by 


means of the weather; and ſo our 
converſation has conſumed the morn- 
ing. To-morrow ſhall be a double 
lecture, my Achilles! our loſt time 
ſhall eafily be recovered. 


for LEAF. 4 

and, * E preceptor and his pupil 
em- reſumed their place again: 
one; I and the day, by certain fymptoms, 


promiſing great variety, they im- 
mediately ſet to the buſineſs of ob- 
ſervation; as well to amuſe the pre- 
ſent hour, as recover the loſt time 
ed ol of yeſterday. 

way You feem, already, very intent, 
they fays Chiron to his pupil: I gene- 
quit B 6 rally 
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rally paſs ſome minutes ſurveying the 
general proſpect before I begin on 
the particular one; but I ſee you 


ſtrike at once on the latter : every | 


one as they like: I neither com. 
mend or diſcommend you: but a; 
ſoon as you are diſengaged, pray 
inform me what it is which ſo 
amazingly engages your attention? 
I am obſerving a very old pan. 
litic man, ſays Chiron, but indiffe. 
rently dreſſed, who ſeems making 
his addrefles to a very beautiful 
young lady; and by her apparent 
modeſty, it would ſeem as if he wi: 
rather a fond and tender father, than 
a man of intrigue : and ſure he i 
too old for him to ofter, and ſhe too 
young for him to receive, ſuch pat- 
ticular addreſſes. Perhaps I am 
miſtaken in both, and therefore beg 

your judgment in the affair, 
You 


3 
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You never were more deceived 
than in both of them! the lady is, 
with all that affected modeſty, a 

oſtitute of the foremoſt row; and 
he, the moſt laſcivious wretch that 
ever wore the human garb. His 
age is at leaſt-eighty ; his intimates 
ſay more : he was going poſt-haſte 
to Change-alley, to get a penny in 
an honeſt way, as it is often called; 
but you ſee he foregoes his intereſt 
to liſten to the tale of his fair-one. 
That man would walk from one end 
of the town to the other to ſave the 
penny fee of a common letter: nay 
more, he has often carried letters of 
his friends, to pocket the little cop- 
per due to the proper office; and 
yet in the affair of a wench he will 
part with his gold like droſs, nor 
ever repent his extravagance. The 
lady knowing his humour, that he 
can't reſiſt a tear ſhed from female 

EYES, 
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eyes, has been telling him a long 
hiſtory of her goods being ſeized, 
of her being at preſent out upon 
bai), and of various other diſtreſſes | 
too tedious to enumerate. The fool 
believes it all; and has already 
granted her, in part, all that he 
has about him. You have, no 
doubt, obſerved how often her 
white handkerchief has been lifted 


up: no tragedy queen ever played 


her part better: nay, ſhe out-herud; 
Herod, (as Shakeſpear ſays ;) for the 
lady before you, can really cry, and 
in quantity too, I aſſure you. Ob- 
ſerve the appointment he makes with 
her is for the evening. He is un- 
luckily punctual in theſe engage- 
ments; for ſhe knows his hour of 
coming will be as exact as his viſit 
to *Change-alley ; and in the in- 


terim, ſhe will go to bed to a com- 


mon barber's man, for whom ſhe 
has 


—_ 
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has told this very plauſible ſtory, 
that ſhe may get enough to rig him 
out againſt next Sunday, in laced 
ruffles, a ſword, and other gentle- 
man's accoutrements, the better to 
accompany her in an evening's 
walk at ſome of the public gardens 
of this great city, or the greater 
rendezvouz of all, the park of St. 


ted W James's. 
ved Now, Sir, that I may not de- 
ods ceive you, take the glaſs; keep your 


eye on them the few minutes they 
will be together, and ſee if I am an 
impoſtor. I have no pleaſure in 
deceiving. My motto, if I was 
un- W fool or madman enough to keep an 
ge- equipage in a city where ſo many 
of MW are kept for me, ſhould be, Magna 
viſt / veritas et prevalebit, But to the 
in- point: tell me what you ſee with 
om- your own eyes, 


ſhe Why, 


l 
| 
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| Why, all that you have advanced, 
I ſee now in proof : I find her hear 
fixed on the meeting you have men. 


tioned ; and ſhe would quit the bo. | 


ſom of a duke to anſwer the ſame 
appointment. But you wrong him, 
when, you ſay he is a common bar. 
ber: I perceive he is a- regular hair. 
cutter, or Friſjeur, that he ſings, 
plays the flute, dances tolerably, 
and, above all, can ſpout tragedy, 
and even with the proper attitudes; 
ſo that reſiſtance is impoſſible for 1 
mind ſo weak as her's. 

As to the half-ſtarved cull, I ee 
ſomething even further than you 
mentioned ; he is not only poor, 
but endeavours to appear ſo, that he 
may the better paſs for. rich. There 


is not a greater miſtake in this vaſ 


metropolis, than making a #- 
gure to gain credit; the reverſe 
would better do it: plain apparel, 4 

mutton 


5% an ___wma« »% ywe@@ Hwtco$® 
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mutton pye eat at a paſtry-cook's 
ſhop, ſtanding, (as near 'Change-/ 
alley as poſſible) about the hour of 
noon, are ſtronger incitements to. 
credit than fringed ruffles, or an 


embroidered coat. 


I never knew theſe fineſſes gain 


further than your honour, your 


excellence, your lordſhip, or your 


| grace, from a ſhoe-boy, porter, or 


hackney-coachman ; a pleaſure, I 
ſhould think, a very tranſitory one. 
Were I to begin the world upon the 
humming order, as it is in general 
called, I would appear as a quaker : 
and if I plaid tricks for credit at all, 
the exchange ſhould tremble. I 
hate a pedlar or huckſter in cheat- 
ing; a plumb or nothing. I re- 
member well a certain caſhier who 
robbed the bank, and did it (as 
dhakeſpear ſays) with unwaſht hands, 
His ſcheme was to retire at once, 

and 
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and to take with him ſuch a ſum az 
would make him happy for life; 


well knowing that many countries | 


look on him as the beſt ſubje& who 
brings moſt money into the ſtate or 
commonwealth: this arch wag 
found no cloak ſo good a one a 
religion; and therefore conſtantly 
attended prayers on week days, 
which indeed draws more attention: 
the church was juſt at hand, and if 
he was in the middle of ſigning his 
name, it has been ſaid that he would 
quit it to ſerve his God ; adding, if 
I forget my God, he will no doubt 
forget me. 

To cheat for trifles of hundreds, 
or ſingle thouſand pounds, was not 
his mark : no; he wanted to retire 
for good and all, as it is commonly 
called, let the means of obtaining 
be ever ſo bad; and having the 
character of a church-going man, 

n 


aa . Ct moot ' we 
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no truſt or confidence was thought 
too great: inſtead of thouſands, 
he was truſted, like the good 
ſteward, with tens of thouſands : 
and ſo watching his happy minute, 
one day when every body thought 
he was gone forth to ſerve God, he 
ſerved himſelf with about 30,000/. 
and made off undiſcovered. 

But I fee you again lifting your 
glaſs, and judiciouſly enough truſt- 
ing rather to your eyes than ears; 
which in the wide world would be 
right enough for many reaſons ; but 
my tongue has never yet deceived 
you, nor ever will : but tell me, my 
Achilles, what is it now which ſo 
engroſſes your attention? a beau, a 
| coquet, a pimp, a player, or what? 
Neither, ſaid Achilles, my learned 
Chiron! I am watching the mo- 
tions of a ſolitary man, who plants 
himſelf exactly oppoſite a ſhop near 
Temple- 


Temple-bar, which J remember, 
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when I am in the ſtreets, is x 
wealthy banker's. He ſeems ſur. 
veying it as though he would dray 
it with a pencil ; or, if he was hy 
profeſſion an houfe-breaker (for 
they are all gentlemen J aſſure you) 
as though he would, or intended 
to rob it. 

Your obſervation 1s natural 
enough, but not correct in this in- 
ſtance. He was formerly bred there, 
and was in good commons, as it is 
commonly ſaid of thoſe who live 
well; but the play- bills unluckily 
having been always paſted up at 
his maſter's window, he choſe ra- 
ther often to read them than his 
leidger, and by degrees, turned 


player; ſaying, every man ſhould 
follow nature, and not wrap her ta- 
lents in a napkin, which is my caſe; 


for I was born a player, and a a= 


— © w_- -- moi 
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r, will be. Whether he is fo or no, 
a che town beſt judges ; but that he 
| is on the ſtage, every play-bill of 


che tragedy of Romeo and Juliet will 
yy Wl convince you. 

or From whence do you think now 
u) WE his gravity and anxiety ariſe, ſays 
ed 


Chiron? Why, from having left 
the ſhop, anſwers Achilles, no doubt. 
Not ſo, replied Chiron: he looks 
on the people employed within 
doors there as the mereſt wretches 


3 WF and grubworms imaginable, would 
live not be ſeen to drink with them for 
Kily WI the Indies; and, as to knowlege, 
) at 


declares that Wingate's arithmetick 
ra-. (according to his Bible) 


rned The ſea-mark of their utmoſt ſail. 


ta- No, truly, you are miſtaken; look 
aſe 3 through the glaſs properly; and 
—” though I do not love to anticipate 


your 
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your pleaſure in this or any thing 
elſe, yet I am ſure you will laugh, 
and moſt heartily too, when you || 
know the ſource and reaſon of hi 
uneaſineſs. 

Achilles having ſurveyed him 
ſome minutes, was almoſt ready to 
drop the glaſs with laughing : when 
Chiron begging to know if he 
thought aright, was anſwered, truly 
you have: I would not have be- 
lieved there had been ſuch a wretch 
on earth : loſs of money he laughs 
at; the want of proper rank he 
laughs at alſo! which all prudent 
people think he loſt by treading the 
buſkin : well! and then laugh'd ſtil 
louder and louder : — Do pr'ythee 
take the glaſs for fear of accidents, 
The fool! ha, ha, ha! the fool is— 
but I can't ſpeak for laughing ; he 
is fretting that the printer of the 
daily 
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daily play-bills has by accident for- 


got to put his name in red letters. 

* Now we ſee aright, ſays Chiron; 
and now learn one maxim of me, 
| my Achilles, and we will retire for 


this day. Mankind are generally 
more vain of ſmall than great talents ; 
and are more angry at not being 
commended for what they but mo- 
derately excel in, than where they 
are truly excellent. If I have time 
[| will open this ſubject as we go 
down ſtairs : if any thing prevents, 
I will, at our next meeting, give 
you proofs of the ſeeming oddities 
I advance. "Tis a ſtrange world, 
my dear Achilles; you'll live to 
prove it, as J have done; mark my 
words, It is not only a ſtrange 
world, replies Achilles, but, in the 
language of old Ben, it is 


— 4 mad world my maſters. 
Adieu, 
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Adieu, till the morning : what. 
ever we find in the mean time ye 


will mutually impart; and ſo al 
happineſs attend you for the te- 
mainder of this pleaſant and cheat. 


ful day. 


CHAP. III. 
EN RON and his pupil were ſo 


punctual to their appointment, 
that it was difficult to know which 
came firſt, their watches and incli- 
nations being mutually ſet together: 


when, as they entered the door, the 
former began ; We can, as we al- 


cend to our deſired point, converſe 
on what we laſt talked of, as well 
as count the ſteps, which idle peo- 
ple are too apt to do. I mentioned 
to you yeſterday that men are ge- 
nerally more vain of what they are 
but half excellent in, than in what 


they wholly underſtand. A friend 
UI. of 


n_- = 
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of mine is the beſt manual ſurgeon 
in this, or any part of the world; 
Jeet commend his operations, his 
dexterity, as well as lenity in per- 
forming them, together with his 
excellent method of dreſſing the 
wounds and finiſhing the cure, and 
he immediately cries like Maſter 
re {o WBobadill in the comedy — Pſhaw — 
ent, Wand pretty near in the ſame key 
hich wo. 

ach- Then ſeriouſly aſks if you have 
er: {Wieen his laſt book on gun-ſhot 
„the {vounds. If no, he rebukes you 
e al- {Wi cagerly as a coquet would that 
verſe FWieard a gentleman call her good- 


well Woatured when ſhe wanted to be 
 peo- I tought pretty. © Don't tell me, 
ioned N lays ſhe, of ſenſe and good-na- 
e ge- ¶ ture, judgment and benevolence; 
y are M how do you like my hair? Do 
what “ you think I look well with pow- 
friend der or better without? Come, 
of 


Vol. II. 5. „ pr 'ythee ! 


——— 
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*« pr'ythee! do flatter me, and I. 

© love you extremely.” 
This is knowing life and thei 
world, as it is, and not only as i 
ſeems, ſays Achilles. I have ſee 
myſelf an organiſt, who was alloy. 
ed by his enemies, much more hi 
friends, to have the beſt finger af 
any man living ; and yet commend 
his playing and he was angry; but 
touch him on the ſtring of compo- 
fition, and you won his heart 
Ah! ſays he, if you had once hear 
my fourth Sonata, with all its parts! 
but damn them, if you did, I fear, 
and even know, that few of the 5 
race of modern fidlers would dot 
Juſtice. Don't tell me, as impetts- 
nent people often will, that it l 
after the manner of Corelli, of Ge- | 
miniani, or Signior Degiardini; 
"tis all my own; I depend on 10 
One; 0 


Pl 


thei 


as it 
ſeen 
low- 
e his 
er of 
nend 


mpo- 
ieart, 
heard 
parts! 
fear, 
F the 
do it 
pertl- 
it 3 
f Ge- 
rdini; 
n 10 
One; 


OPTICIAN. 27. 


one; Totus in ſe teres atque rotundas 
js my motto. 

Nay, ſays Chiron, (till as they 
mounted the ſteps, and occaſionally 
ieſted themſelves) I have known a 
parſon, who was the beſt preacher 
and reader of prayers in this exten- 
five city, and he, truly, was never 
ſo happy as when he was commend- 
ed for being excellent at cheſs. No 
doubt he played the game well ; 
but, why, unleſs from the depra- 
vity of human nature, when he 
equally excelled in both, did he give 
this paltry perfection the preference? 
Yet, ſo it is! and, but that we are 
arived at our point of view, I could 
nſtance you a thouſand ſuch exam- 
ples; aye, ten thouſand, and ten 
thouſand to that, of women, who 
e excellent at pickles and preſerves, 
jet love to be applauded for their 
inging, with as little reaſon as a 

C 2 bittern 
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bittern ought. Of military men, 
who had even done ſome little fer. MW. 
vice to their country in battle, by i 
loved rather the eccho of their in. 
trigues with German counteſſes and 
Dutch Burgo-miſtreſſes : In ſhort, 
I do almoſt lay it down for a rule, 
which every day's practice ſhall ye. 
rify, that nineteen in twenty of this 
vaſt metropolis, (in very few words) 
miſtake their ſeveral talents, 80 
much for that: now to our buli- t 
neſs. t 

The clear ſky, and ſerenity of MM n 
the weather, ſays Achilles, promiſe f 
us great entertainment to-day. Ie. 
wiſh the ſtreets may be full; but ſe 
fear the news of ſome ſports andi m 
paſtimes, this holiday ſeaſon, willy lit 
baulk our curioſity. b 
Not in the leaſt, ſays Chiron; ¶ jui 
we will follow them into the field 0 


and villages, my Achilles ! We vil 
purſu 
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purſue them in their pleaſures, and 
watch them in their revelry: I can 


. WH ſcarce promiſe myſelf, or you, a 


greater delight: men are more open 
in their hours of amuſement than 
in thoſe of buſineſs: they are un- 
guarded times in general; and even 
the preciſeneſs of old maids vaniſhes 
on thoſe occaſions. Let us examine 
the paths towards Pancras firſt. 
Achilles very ſoon began to laugh 
at ſome quaint groupes of charac- 
ters, as he called them, and begged 
to know who they were: they were 
merry to a degree, as it appeared ; 
for Achilles had by experience learn- 
ed, not to take any thing as it 
ſeemed, particularly among the hu- 
man race; animals, ſays he, have 
little diſguiſe ; your dog is truly 
bappy at your arrival, when he 
jumps up to you; and your horſe, 
no doubt, when he neighs, is in 
| — 8-3 pleaſure 
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pleaſure alſo; but man, and may 
alone, is treacherous ! f 
You fay right, replies Chiron, | 
man is inded the ſtrangeſt animal of | ' 
all: but you aſk'd me een now who 
thoſe chearful figures were. You 
will hardly believe when I inform 
you; they are truly the contrary of g. 
what they ſeem; as indeed moſt WM, 
objects are that fall under our ob- in 
ſervation ; and but for this, our joint, 
or ſeveral entertainments would in- en 
deed be paltry. wi 
That groupe of laughing people . 
then are relations all; ſome more di- Mor 
ſtant than others, going to Pancra bet 
on a wedding of one in the com- Wi; 
pany. The lady who walks firſt and Wy. 
foremoſt is the bride that is toc, 
be; and has had the luck to catch 
hold of a gentleman of fortune: (he Naur 
in blue there;) ſhe's unportioned i 


herſelf, The crowd who ſeem fo * 
: | merry, 
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merry, are all ready to hang them- 

ſelves in ſpite, and are now medi- 
W tating, plotting, contriving, and ca- 
balling if they cannot ſome how or 
other contrive to break off the mar- 
o nage. You fee they are whiſpering 
m s the Huſband that is to be, and in- 
lnuating a thouſand ſtories to him, 
but to her diſadvantage ; while ſhe 
innocently and ignorantly walks be- 
fore, thinking only of pleaſure and 
enjoyment. I would fain have 
wiſhed you had eſcaped this fight, 


ple s I really think it is a worſe picture 
d. Hof life than any that can be drawn 
Cras 


before you : nay, they will carry 
their point ; for at the church door 
they will part, and never meet again. 


% could you have believed this? take 
wp the glaſs and fatisfy your own 
: (he curiofity and doubt. 

onel Achilles trembled fo while he ob- 
m ſo 2 them, that he could hardly 
Very C 4 hold 
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hold the glaſs ſteady. But, ſays he, 
I find all you ſay is but too true; 
they are people of the blackeſt heart f 
and tempers I ever heard of: they 
whiſper the credulous fool that ſhe 
is no better than ſhe ſhould be; tha 
the revealer of all ſecrets, Old Time, 
will, if they will credit him, reyell 
many myſteries. That they are far 
from wiſhing her ill, but they mean 
well to him; wiſh only that he 
would ſee with his own eyes, and 
not with the eyes of a lover : that 
they can ſee with half an eye, but 
lovers in general are blind, at leaſt 
to their own intereſt and happinels, 

What a world we live in, fays 
Achilles! a few minutes, but for 
ſuch villainous proceedings, woule 
have made the lady happy ; and 
which is worſe, that ſhe herſel 
picked out and ſolicited theſe ver 


people for her friends and compani® | 
ons 
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ons. Tis often ſo, ſays Chiron; when 
we might often depend on our own 
merits we are diffident, and thoſe we 
call in aid, are the very means of 
ruining us. This young lady was too 
ſure of her prize, and inſulted her 
p zined and preſumptive ſucceſs. You 
vill ſee that ſhe will pay dear for it 
_ in the end; and the people who now 
del vich heavy hearts appear chearful, 
will on their return affect to be me- 
lancholy and ſorrowful ; when in- 
deed they are merry and elate at the 


and 


that 


but 
* diſappointment of Florella, for that 
ofs, Ws her name. 


I can ſcarce believe my eyes, ſays 
Achilles; and but that I never found 
voud our glaſs deceive me, ſhould almoſt 

aod ich for Florella's ſake (if that is her 
creme) that it for once told falſe. But 
ven hy ſhould they all join, ſays Achil- 
apa in one plan of deſtruction ? Why 

ons C5 all 


ſays 
t for 


companions too much on her ima- 
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all unite without one proteſting per, 
fon to ruin ſuch innocent happineſs] 

That is a queſtion, which to an- 
ſwer properly, would take me up 
more time than we are maſters ofto- 
day; and therefore ſhall only ob- 
ſerve to you, that for your conduct 
in life, tis no uncommon thing to 
ſee every thing reverſed ; and that 
ſmiling features conceal worle 
hearts often than gloomy counte- 
nances. 

Achilles was not ſorry to ſhift he 
ſcene, and obſerving ſome people 
fitting on the graſs ſeeming]y idle, 
he ſaid thoſe fellows, no doubt, are 


lame or tired, by their reſting them. | 
ſelves after this manner; whe! 1 
every my elſe are active and in ex * 
ercul, the 

Ten are again es, ſays Ch . 
ron; thoſe fellows are all young, 
Kn and of good — yet hat ” 


rathe 
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rather lounge in that manner, than 
ſerve their king, their country, or 

S themſelves. They are the moſt mi- 
cerable of all beings, for they are 
tired of life and themſelves : they 


* had rather pilfer than work honeſtly 
1 for daily bread; and have moſt of 
A them fair opportunities of living 
"of well, which they flight and neglect. 
"WY Scarce one of that knot of fellows 
ut will be alive by this time next year ; 
to they being all in their hearts deter- 
mined to be quicker in raifing mo- 
op ney, than honeſty generally allows ; 
| * and ſo will all come to the gallows. 
0 If theſe are the ſpectacles of holi- 

day times, I would rather retire and 


agjourn to ſome better day. To 
tell you the truth, the firſt fight of 
the diſappointed wedding, owing to 
tothe villainy of the ſeeming friends, 
1 tas ſo affected me, that I have no 
1 ſpirits for any other objects to-day: 

5 let 


Chi 
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let us retire and meditate on what 
may be, not what has been. I ſhall 
ſoon grow tired of ſpeculation, if | 
ſuch objects only preſent them 
ſelves. 

No, no, ſays Chiron; don't le 
us retire for the day; only adjourn 
for an hour or two in the ſhade, for 
the ſun has great power at this time 
of the day; by deſcending a few 
ſteps we ſhall be entirely free from 
noiſe : unwelcome objects, and too 
much heat; there we can converſe 
by fancy, without ſeeing the very 
characters, ſince they are fo deſpi- 
cable. And I aſſure you, from my 
own known experience, that in this 
wide world, where one object will 
give you pleaſure, twenty will give 
you pain. We generally pay dear for 
curioſity, and I fear you will be- 
come a man-hater. But, cheer up; 


perhaps, anon, WC ſhall find better 
enter- 
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entertainment; 'till then let us be 
ear, and not eye witneſſes of the fol- 
lies of mankind. 


Hr. . 


* E ſerious reflexions, which 
it was expected would have 
paſt in the ſhade, were all very un- 


luckily interrupted by a volume of 
modern novels, being found on the 


bench, left by ſome careleſs and for- 
getful lady perhaps; and which, as 
it appeared, belonged to ſome one of 
the circulating libraries; who, know- 
ing the preſent race of readers are 
beaux, coquettes, kept miſtreſſes, 
and their fille de chambres, generally 
contrive ſuch a diſh as will ſuit the 

appetites of their numerous gueſts. 
As this work was the ſecond part 
or volume, (if a book of that- little 
kind may bear ſo great a name) of 
the 
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the hiſtory of Miſs Butterfly and Sir 
Vjolet Caterpillar, the very name 
was ſuch a bar to their reading any 
part, of it, that Chiron immediately 
laid it in the ſame place again, with 
great gravity and exactneſs, and ta- 
king out his pencil, wrote on the 
wall over the bench where the book 
was laid, ſome characters like Ara- 
bic, which I then avoided aſking 
him the meaning of, as I could ver 
eafily perceive he was ruffled. 
What a filly age we live in! fays 
he; idle I can't ſo entirely call them, 
for they employ themſelves in read- 
ing, though of the vileft produc- 
tions. I quere whether, if there 
were not a proper quantity of Bibles 
and Common-Prayer-Books already 
printed to anfwer the fmall demands 
of thoſe who! may take a delight in 
the moſt obſolete and antiquate work, 
whether now, without p———) 
5 3 aſſiſtance, 


there are neither roads for carriages 
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aſſiſtance, the bookſellers below 


there would undertake to reprint 
either one or the other, 

If Gothic ornaments were not 
now the high mode, not a biſhop 
would fit up his chapel : but he takes 
a pleaſure in gathering up a little 
ſtained glaſs, and ſome old taber- 
nacle work, that he may be thought 
a man of taſte ; for he is fure of his 
tide to divinity, by having the ad- 
dition to his name of Rzght Reve- 
rend. I can eaſily imagine, ſays 
Chiron, (but in a whiſper, as they 
then drew near the famous gallery) 
a young divine, and doctor in divi- 
nity, for ſuch of late are thought the 
propereſt for that office, perhaps, 
that they may the better undertake 
the journies they ought to make to 


their moſt diſtant churches, and on 


foot too, as in many parts of Wales 


or 
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or horſes; it can be for no other rea. 
e 
I fay, I can eaſily imagine ſuch 
a whipſter converſing with a p—.; 
m r in his cloſet, where, by 
having proved his p——y connec- 
tions, he is always welcome; fix. 
ing on his biſhopricks, not becauſe 


* 


| 
that part of the kingdom wants re- 
ligious inſtruction more than any 
other; nor becauſe the clergy of that . 
particular dioceſe want example to 
reform them, but becauſe the glebe WF , 
lies near the palace, or the place , 
has been lately beautified, or, moſt ; 
likely, becauſe the patronage is bet- 
ter than what was firſt offered him. 90 
A man need not be a prophet, nor, f 
as Shakeſpear ſays, need a ghoſt 5 
come from the grave, to gueſs how I h. 
familiar the converſation would be Ih. 
between two ſuch perſonages, even p 
on ſo momentous an affair: and his N c 


lord- 


mn - 
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lordſhip {that is to be) joking too, 


that there are more beautiful wo- 


men in that part of England than 


any other. 

Aﬀer this manner, anſwered 
Achilles, 1s it that preferment is 
given ? I ever thought the ſtep to a 
biſhoprick, at leaſt, (however the 
law and army might be corrupted) 
was an abſolute knowledge of the 
eaſtern languages, and a proper 
ſhare of argument to confute free- 
thinkers, deiſts, and all that train 
of whimſical knowledge now afloat 
in this vaſt city. 

You never were more wide of the 
truth, anſwered Chiron ; theſe were 
formerly the ſteps to honour and 
preferment in all the profeſſions ; 
but now the ſcene is changed ; and 
he who can ſerve a miniſter in ſome 
paltry piece of work, among the 
country boroughs, will more ſurely 

riſe 
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riſe to dignity than an apoſtle, could 
it be pofſible either to reſtore one to 
life, or have one of our own ape, 
Indeed 1 don't know now whe. 
ther learning is not rather an impe- 
diment and hindrance, than an ad- 
vantage in promotion : they chuſe to 
have them all on a level in ſcience 
and virtue, to prevent jealouſies; 
which would moſt certainly ariſe, 
if one roſe ſuperior to another. 

I look upon this to have been the 
plan for many years laſt paſt, and 
that all others have been decryed 
long ſince, as obſolete and ridiculous, 
Do you know that the Rev. Mr. 
* * *, loſt all views of a mitre, by 
only ſaying, when once he arrived 
at that dignity, he propoſed raiſing 
the honour of it, and living in ſplen- 
dor as they did in old days. This 
was whiſpered. They dreaded the 
2 of reſidence at their 
. dioceſes, 


 OPTICIAN. 143 
1 |} dioceſes, and keeping a table: they 
: knew, in ſuch a fituation, prefer- 
ment would ſtand ſtill, and tranfla- 
tions be out of fight: and ſo they 
put a ſtop to him: and now, tho 
. | « K—'s chaplain of above forty years 
ſtanding, he 1s only a plain rector 
in H ſhire. 

But this reverend gentleman was 
not quite ſingular in his diſappoint- 
ment ; there are twenty more ſuch, 
of my own knowlege and intimacy 
and no doubt there are a thouſand, 
ed if it were worth the diſquiſition to 
ns, © arch after them; ſome for the 
Ir. I fame reaſon, others for a different 
by ane. And as to the reſt of the pro- 
ied I ſeſſions, I know half a ſcore of gene- 
ing Inl officers, now pinching on half 
en- pay, who would have had regi- 
his ments, but that they propoſed be- 
the ing diſciplinarians, and examining 
heir into the cloathing and management 

WE re of 
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of thoſe under them. Experiment, 


of this kind are ever dangerous 


while mankind thus purſue their 


corrupt meaſures; and while the | 


only ſteps to advancement are an 
alliance with a country alderman, 
or returning officer of a diſtant bo- 
rough. | 

It I was K—g of this, or any 
other country, ſaid Chiron, I would, 
and believe I ſhould be often right 
init, diſpoſe preferments where the 
leaſt mention was made of the party 
by the raſcals of my court : I ſhould 
even imagine the perſon they made 
the moſt noiſe about, was the leaſt 
deſerving, and that they had views 
of their own to anſwer, more than 
of the public: Nay, I. don't know 
whether the beſt method would not 
be to walk in diſguiſe about the me- 
tropolis, and fix on him whom the 

ublic moſt approve. 
2 2 iterdun 
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Us 

it Hierdum populus rectum putat. 
e 

n 1 remember once a young fellow, 


n, who, fired with the true military 
o- Wl glory, quitted ſchool, where he was 
eſteemed an excellent ſcholar, and 
| enliſted himſelf into a marching re- 
giment. He might have had good 
preferment in the church, and a 
good eſtate, but for this behaviour 
of his; for his relations and friends 
oppoſed him tooth and nail; and he 
was robbed at laſt of his very birth- 
night, by them. 

However, honour was his pur- 
ſuit, and not profit ; his joy was a 
brown muſket, red coat, and a 
proſpect of rank. A war broke out. 
It is amazing the dangers he went 
through ! His {kill in diſcipline, in 
gunnery, fortification, and every 
branch of the mathematics, was very 


great; 
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great; and he ſhewed it where it 
often was wanting in thoſe who were 
in the firſt incomes of the army he 
ſerved in : however, they had good 
falaries, and their dependents flat. 
tered them. 

Many general officers who were 
obliged to this very private neg- 
lected man, for his plans of opera- 
tion, and bore the credit of them 
from him, would ſo far be grateful, 
that they offered to lend him mo- 
ney to purchaſe a commiſſion; but 
he as often refuſed; ſwearing, that 
as a ſoldier he would not purchaſe 
with any other price than blood: 
and ſo he remained to the laſt. 


Will you believe me, that this 


man, with the generoſity of a prince, 
the bravery of a Roman, and {kill 
of the firſt commander, could never 
obtain any thing higher in his pro- 
feſſion than a ſerjeant's pike? He 
would, 
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would, out of his little pay, aſſiſt, 
on a long march, his weary and 
{ ſinking comrades : the widow of a 


brother ſoldier always was welcome 
to his modicums of proviſion ; and 


no ſervice was too dangerous for him - 


to offer himſelf a firſt volunteer in, 
And what do you think, beſides his 
mpolitic ſtubbornneſs in not ac- 


cepting money to purchaſe, could 
hinder him from advancement ? 


haviour of ſome kind; for many a 
ſoldier may be a ſtrict martinet in 
duty, and yet, in imitation of his 
betters, be a drunkard, a ſodomite, 
or a gameſter, and therefore unfit 
Wir any advancement. No, my 
_ Achilles, replied Chiron, he was 
11 irtuous, if I may uſe that expreſ- 
aa lon, to a fault; I mean for a ſol- 
ro- er, who has a licenſe to do many 


He llings which paſs unobſerved ; or, 
Id, if 


No doubt, ſaid Achilles, miſbe- 
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if obſerved, are commended : t4 
tell you the truth, he did miſbehaye, 


according to the notion of miſbcha. W h 


viour univerſally ſpread in this fad 
age; for in a little freehold in the 
country, he had the aſſurance to 
give his vote in favour of the man 
whom the court oppoſed. 

Thus died the greateſt ſubaltem 
hero of this, or any other age: and 
though I appear to be talking of a 
ſtory of long date, ſtep up, and this 


very inſtant you will ſee him going 


to his long home, attended by many 
real mourners. He has preſerved 
the military to the laſt ; for ob- 
ſerve, he will not be buried in 2 
coffin, like common mechanics, 
but is laid on a board, or bier, in 
his regimentals, with his firelock 
in a proper poſture, and a ſword 
drawn in his hand : for want of mo- 


ney there were no minute guns; 
but 
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but you will ſoon hear a volley over 
bis grave; and poſterity will, per- 
. W haps, viſit his tomb-ſtone with more 
pleaſure, than thoſe, who are, like 
certain one of late date, ſurround- 
to Wed with trophies they never de- 
an ſerved. 

I could give many more inſtances 
of ſuch fatal diſappointments to no- 
ble minds; but I ſee the ſolemnity 
iffects you, and you grieve to think 
of, what is ſo amiably expreſſed 


ing in a poem called the Church-yard; 
any Where, had the thoughts been ori- 
ved Wcinal, the author would have liv'd 1 
ob- ¶ mong the firſt claſs of writers; but | 


the late ingenious Dr. Parnelle had il 
nice, been before him: however, as a | 
r, in N doof of the many beauties, let me 
lock Wrepeat this one, which is adroit to 

ord our purpoſe. 


ns; vol. II. D Full 
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Full many a gem of pureſt ray ſera: 


The dark unfathom'd caves of wel 


bear ; 


Full many a flow'r is born to bluſh u. 


ſeen, | 
And waſte it's ſweetneſs on the dl. 
ſert air. 


Many a M—y, and many a P—, 
my dear Achilles, are loſt for wa 
of proper occaſions to ſhew them 
ſelves; equal in abilities and elo 
quence: many a Marlborough 
many an Eugene, lie in obſcurity 
and there will lie, unlefs ſome pe 
does juſtice to that merit, which 
perhaps, only myſelf and you are ſ 
well acquainted with. 
But in truth, my Achilles! 


ought to draw before your eyes thi 
agreeable ſcenes of life: and (ucl 


there are to be found: to-morrow 


hot 
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hope will diſcover ſuch! Hitherto 

S they have been rather gloomy ; but 
we muſt take the world as it runs: 
[| would fain make it better; but 
leſpair of the weary undertaking. 
As to merit, I would recommend 
to you ſtill to purſue that plan, till 
unſucceſsful as it is, and has been of 
late years; your ſelf- ſatisfaction will 
de the greater; and, however ill 
the rewards are to virtue from the 


ne 
cean 


12 


hem . 
c world, remember, that virtue is its 

ny (1 reward, and will meet with it 
5 Whcreafter. 

Irity 


Life is at moſt a dream; and while 
ye do not want the comforts and 
teceſſaries of it, the ſplendor and 
tremony may eaſily be abated : 
ley are not ingredients in the leaſt 


| 
24 or happineſs; and there are few 
aud erts ſo heavy as thoſe, who pre- 
8 end, from their own coach win- 
hopes, to look with contempt on 


D 2 their 
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their walking friends. The fifth, WM : 
and laſt act, proves, or diſproc t 
the play to be complete; the forme: . 
ones are nothing, y 

I always look beyond the preſent WM 
glare and glitter, and am diving into WM h 
futurity. When I ſee, and that u 
a very ſhort ſpace of time often, the 
boaſting and bullying banker, living 
to want the odd ſhillings of the 
guineas he has ſquandered ; mer- 
chants of taſte and luxury glad t 
accept the certain pittance of a col 
lege; and proud prieſts nor refuſing 
alms of a leſs public nature, by ra- 
fing fubſcriptions for diſtreſſed fami- 
lies, when all the while the ſum 
for themſelves.—Pride, my Achil 
les! is ſo ridiculous a paſſion, that 
I always write down thoſe who pol 
ſeſs it for fools, and believe, in ge 
ral, I am not much deceived in m 
judgment of them, 


Wh 
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What have we to be proud of, 
my Achilles! Of beauty? no: See 
chat grave-digger under us ſhoveling 
the ſkull of one, who, perhaps, 
was the toaſt of a whole city. Of 
genius? no: that other ſkull might 
have been a poet or philoſopher. 
; it of riches then? no: for all the 
riches of the ſeveral bankers in Lom- 
bard-ſtreet, (as it is called, there, 
before your eyes) would not pur- 
chaſe a moment's life, or put off the 
ſeemingly trifling circumſtance of 
pain attending a raging tooth. E- 
nough of them : we will, for the 
future, rather entertain our eyes 
than our ears; and for the preſent, 


conclude with our great poet. 


All the world's a ſtage, 
And all the men and women my 


Players. 
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CHAP V. 


HOPE, ſays Chiron, that we ff 


ſhall find ſome objects that will 
this day convince you of what we 
talked together yeſterday afternoon, 
when we had finiſhed our morning 
obſervation. Is it not amazing hoy 
uncertain and vague are the incl. 
nations of mankind, that they 
ſcarce continue in one mind for a 

ſeaſon ? 
Poor honeſt Engliſh walnut-tree, 
the produce of our glorious country, 
muſt now give place to every maggot 
of a whimſical brain, which, in 
obedience to the faſhion of the 
times, he calls Chineſe-work. Evi 
city tradeſman has his buſts, his 
terminus's, his vaſes, and urns; 
though the cieling of his room 1s 
ſcarce high enough to hang a bird- 
cage 
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cage, without interrupting the path 
of any walking viſiter. 

we WY Homer, who, if alive, would 
vill I have wanted a loaf of bread, per- 
haps, is now honoured by ev'ry ba- 
ker, or his wife, in their back par- 
bur, with a mahogany bracket to 
eſt his head on, and nothing is 


cl. grudged, of labour or expence, to 
hey I keep the great writer clean; and yet 
rive might have worn a ſhirt two 

months before any laundreſs would 
tree, have waſhed him on credit: and 
Ntry, che deſcendant of that bockſeller, 
220 WM whoſeanceſtor gave 10/.andno more, 


for the copy of Milton, would now 
end as much in one ſupper, on 
be ſame perſon, to ſay Milton had 
his at in this or that room of his, and 

urns; Wave it publicly known how well 
m le entertained the great author, tho 
bird- be would not have ſent him the va- 


cage D 4 f lu e 
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Jue of one dinner home to his lodg. 
ing. 

You ſee, my dear Achilles! how 
ſelfiſh the world are; and hoy, | 
amidſt all their profuſion of riot and 
banqueting, they ſtudy only their 
own paltry intereſt, But let us ob- 
ſerve a little below, as the weather 
invites us ſo kindly to the buſineſ 
in hand, whether there is not 1 
glaring inſtance of what I have ad- 
vanced, in that great ſquare there; 
in the middle of which is a man on 


horſeback, gilt like a Bartholomew. 
fair piece of gingerbread ; and in the 


laſt houſe on the left hand, I think 
it will anſwer my obſervation : tell 
me what you ſee. 
Why, I was looking, ſays 4. 
chilles, at the ſame place ; and was 
empted to the ſight by the excel 
five quantity of rich viſiters, and 


ſplendid equipages, ſcattered about 
the 


= IS oo on ©» e. 
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the ſeveral ſtreets leading to the 
5 place; they ſeem all paying great 
reſpect to the maſter or miſtreſs of 
dhe houſe, and no doubt the parties 
Were all happy: I fee through the 
. glaſs of the dining- room windows 
great pleaſure in all their counte- 
nances, except one, and he ſeems 
to be the perſon to whom they pay 
all the homage in queſtion. But 
pray inform me if I am right in my 
calculations. | 
Indeed I wonder your experience 
has not already taught you, in order 
to underſtand human affairs right, 
to take almoſt every thing by con- 
traries: the melancholy perſon is 
chearful at heart, and the circle of 
flatterers round him melancholy 
enough : his hiſtory is this, in few 
words; and I will prove it to you 
afterwards. 


D 5 He 
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He is the ſon of a gentleman, who 
left him early to the wide world, in i 
the trueſt ſenſe; for during many 
years, he felt all thoſe flights which N 
the moſt ingenious commonly ſuf. 
fer : he has been refuſed a dinner 
often, even where he has for three c 
hours before been entertaining the 
company with the eloquence of 1 : 
P—t or a M—y ; but becauſe he 


was a gentleman, and did not pro- q 
feſs teaching, he was denied the 3 


common civility of a family dinner, 
though half the people at the table 
were journeymen and apprentices oi y. 
the loweſt claſs. The muſic-maſter, 
who was teaching young mils : 
little empty ſound, was, belides his 
golden guinea for every three leſſon ier 
after, and as much paid for entrane 
as would buy a good plain ſuit 0 
cloaths, to be invited to dinner, and 
preſt to it; the gentleman there 

3 wh 
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0 Wl who could teach ſenſe and reaſon, 
in N ; given to underſtand, that there is 
company to-day, but any other l 
ch be ſhall be welcome, though th 
uf. word heartily is not joined to it. 

The famous company are, as I 
ſaid before, the muſic-maſter, hin! 
ing-maſter, and fencing-maſter : 
family invitation to ſuch Na 
gueſts, while the philoſopher, the 
poet, the ſtateſman, the mathe- 
matician, the aſtronomer, and po- 
lite well-bred gentleman, is diſ- 
carded with a frown, worſe than 
that of a nobleman's porter to a 
valking clergyman in ruſty robes. 

To come to the point, that very 
zentleman there, who is the maſter 


rebuffs, and diſappointments, too 
kdous to mention, is arrived, by 
be death of a relation; to a very 
peat and capital fortune: He who 


wi. "1D 6 Was 


of the houſe, after various troubles, 
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was ſligheed, ſo as ſcarce to be in- 
vited even to drink tea with any 
family where there were any young 


$SÞ4dies, now all of a ſudden is ad. 


dreſſed by the parents of ſeveral ty 
accept their daughters in marriage, 
and that they ſhall think it an ho- 
nour to be ſo well allied. 

What a change ! You ſee ſome 
are offering their coaches and 
chairs, others their country houſe 
till his own 1s built, and others 
ſending game, fruit, fiſh, china, 
books, or whatever they can think 
of neceſſary, to his place of gentee| 
houſe-keeping. Strange world! 
Six weeks ago he wanted ſhoes; 


and has often wore boots, and a 


great-coat, to hide his want of ſhirt 
and ſtockings. 


He was ever a writer of the firſt 


claſs in my eſtimation ; but then, 


ſcarce a bookſeller would allow him 
the 
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the pay of a common Temple hack - 
ney writer, who can whiſtle as he 
goes on, becauſe he is not invent- 
ing, but copying. Now obſerve a 
levee of bookſellers, waiting in the 
ground parlour, to buy the favour 
of any production he will chuſe to 
honour them with, (mind their 
words) for now, ſay they, your ho- 
nour would ſcorn to make any ad- 
vantage of your performances, tho 
ſo excellent in their way. 

Can you wonder then that he (the 
maſter) looks ſo grave? He abſo- 
lutely hates the ſight of them : He 
is not melancholy, but tis abſolute 
ſpleen, which has drawed down 
his viſage ſo ; for within his heart 


he laughs aloud to think he his in- 


dependent, and that he can fee 
through all their fineſſes: They on 
the other hand, though ſeemingly 
chearful, are very down caſt ;- they 
perceive 
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perceive he looks cool on them, and 
flights their offers. Don't you fee 
what a liſt of cards there are againſt 
his chimney-glaſs? They are invi- 
tations to dine; and you ſee he ac. 
cepts of none, even though they 
back it with the hypocritical words, 
aye, and a hearty welcome : he 
wiſely turns a deaf ear, and yet does 
not loſe his temper and politeneſs; 
for which I commend him: their 
puniſhment is the ſevereſt. 

Truly, ſays Achilles! I think 
they do ſeem dejected now; and 
think, upon examination with your 
glaſs, he is chearful enough. His 
equipage I ſee is not made, for he 
has ordered a common hackney 
chair to the door : You ſee how 
they ſolicit to lend him ; nay, they 
add further, to have the honour of 
lending him their equipages ! And 
when he anſwers, that he could 


net 
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not have the aſſurance to go in a 
coach with coronets on it: they one 
and all anſwer, why, you are of the 
elder branch of the Duke of *#***!g 
family, if you would own it; we 
all know it to be ſo, and wonder 
you will not lay claim to it: oh, 
fie! you are too modeſt; it is a 
fault, and a very great one, as times. 


Obſerve, a month ago, that 
when this gentleman very modeſtly 
ſpoke of only being at the latter- end 
of a good family, and was dubious 
if he was of the elder or younger 
branch, that he was not only thought, 
but called, an impertinent, boaſt- 
mg, vain-glorious coxcomb; and 
ſo far from being of a good family, 
that becauſe one of his own near 
relations met with ſome misfortunes, 
and was obliged to leave his country 
for debt, they pretended never to 


know 
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know any relation of his but that 
one, and often inſiſted, to make the 
ſtroke the deeper, that he himſelf 
was acceſſary to his ruin. 

Now pray obſerve, he is not 
known to have a poor relation in 
the world: all thoſe gaudy, well. 
dreſſed people, are calling him cou- 
fin; and though he faintly anſwers, 
owing to the reſentment he bears 
them, they cry out, one and all, 
come, don't be ſo modeſt, we ſhal| 
think it an honour to claim kin with 
you; and am ſure, if you will not, 
I will myſelf be at the expence of 
having your pedigree blazoned out 
for my own amuſement. 

I ever, faid Achilles, thought the 
world were cruel and cunning, but 
could not have believed they would 
ever have carried it ſo far: Why, 
they expoſe themſelves, do they 
oe? Aye! but, ſays Chiron, * 

tne 


\ 
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the ſake of their dear advantage, they 
will ſtand all that, and ten times 
more: they have views of intereſt 
at once : they hope his favour at 
court, perhaps, or in the country, 


| for I hear he has a ſhare in a bo- 


rough which came with the eſtate : 
you ſee the very prime m—r's ſe- 
cretary bows to him, begs, if he 
wants a parcel of burgundy or 
champagne, duty-free, that he will 
only ſay the word, and it ſhall be 
landed in S—x, juſt ſuch as his lord 
and maſter drinks, for himſelf and 
beſt friends; hopes he will make 
Ct in his way always to his own 
country ſeat, and whether his g—e 
is down or no, the orders will be 
given to make it his home whenever 
he will paſs that way : and, in ſhort 
— but the ſubject is already ſufh- 
ciently handled ; for I am obſerving 
in the ſame corner of the town, 

tho? 


—. ; > 
— — 
— = 
A. * - 


— —— — — 


+ "AC. ———— — 
EE ER EI. IIEEESES oo - - 


—— = 
=. IC _ZSC IEMA. 
= 


——— 


| 


66 THE MENTAL 


tho' not in the ſame place, the very 


reverſe of this gentleman's ſituation: 


I am watching a deſerted noble- 
man's houſe, who, ſome few years 
ago, was ſplendor itſelf, and ge- 
nerous, as it has ſince appeared, to 
a fault; though at that time, ob- 
ſerve me, no one found fault with 
him or his conduct: Such is the 
fame world, my Achilles ! See only 


how cruelly the creditors exult over | 


his fall ! His plate, off which they 
have ſhared a ſcore banquets, and 
commended them, while they were 
ſo employed, is now ſelling by 
weight, and theſe dirty, greaſy ci- 
tizens, are rejoicing at the ſhare 
they are to have in his furniture and 
emoluments. 
No-body pities bins nor has he 
a friend to viſit him, but a lawyer, 
and a proud parſon, who both of 
them, in their different ways, ſtill 
plunder 
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plunder him, as though nothing had 
happened; the former drains his 
purſe of what little is left, while 
the latter pretends it is pity my 
lord ſhould dine alone, and ſo puts 
his lordſhip to the additional expence 
of another fowl and t'other bottle. 

But the worſt circumſtance is, 
the vulgar jeſts that are paſſed on 
his conduct by every ale-wife in 
the pariſh; who cries, with her 
hands reſted on her hips, that my 
lord, as they call him, (though, 
ſays ſhe, my man can buy an hun- 
dred of him) may choke for thirſt 
before his lordſhip ſhall have the 
drippings of our tap, unleſs he can 
ſend the ready-caſh; though I 
fancy, as that is the caſe, we ſhall 
not have him for a cuſtomer. 

But the river is near at hand, and 
moſt excellent pump-water (as any 
in n behind his own houſe; 

vine, 
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wine, beer, cyder, and ſpirits, I 
am told, breed a thouſand diſor- 
ders: pure, ſimple water, is a 
charming liquor for my lord : and 
ſo my lord, my kind ſervice to you 
—and then drinks off a full quart 
of her own ſtout at a draught ; till 
crying, No courtiers for us! none 
of your lord's promiſes for our 
houſe ; my huſband's name is ready- 
money. 

His lordſhip luckily, you fee, is 
not in the leaſt uneaſy ; and as long 
as he can get credit on the appear- 
ance of his ribbon and ſtar among 
ſtrangers, he will till keep it up, 
as they call it: he little feels his 
misfortune I'm ſure; for obſerve, 
he is looking through a. filverſmith's 
ſhop window, and ſmiling to ſee 
his arms, coronet, and ſupporters, 
rubbed out of the plates and diſhes, 
with which he once made ſuch a 


pompous 


his 
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pompous appearance: nay, he 
ſwears, that every man of honour 
ought to encourage the products 
and manufactures of his own coun- 
try; and ſo eats off the handy-work 
of Staffordſhire, bleſſing himſelf 
that things are no worſe! And be- 
ing aſked how he ſlept of nights, 
he laughs, and ſays, Why, faith, 
I ſleep well, very well! but I wonder 
how my creditors ſleep |! — So we 
will write him down iſenſible, my 
Achilles, if you will, and adjourn 
our future obſervations till to-mor- 
row: I know your punctuality, and 
you are no ſtranger to mine; there 
is never a minute's difference be- 


tween us, ſo mutual are our incli- 


nations! Adieu till to-morrow. 


CHAP. 
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UR weather is too ſerene this 
morning to loſe a moment in 
reaſoning, my Achilles ! therefore 
pray take your glaſs, and at once 
tell me what you think of that 
gentleman in green and gold, who, 
in the china-ſhop under us, is aſk- 
ing the price of the moſt coſtly jarrs, 
vaſes, bronzes, mandarins, and the 
Lord knows what. Would not 
any one take him for a man of for- 
tune ? His coat ſeems to command 
a kind of reſpect; and he would be 
very angry if they did not pay it to 
him : 'till they know who he is, 
they are afraid of being backward 
in reſpect to him: but obſerve, as 
he ſteps out of the chariot they 
whiſper the ſervant behind, (pro- 
perly, my Achilles! by which I 
would mean, they firſt give him a 
ſhilling) 
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ſhilling) and find out, that he is not 
the man he would paſs for. 

Obſerve, he does not perceive 
that his credit is broke at once in 
that quarter, for as he cheapens 
any, and talks where they are to be 
ſent, they cry, they are very ſorry, 
but a gentleman, above a week 
fince, fixed his eye on thoſe very 
things, and ſeemed to like them; 
and therefore, till he gives his an- 
ſwer, they can't well refuſe obedi- 
ence to him, becauſe he is an in- 
timate acquaintance and friend of the 
family. The fimple fellow, till he 
finds the whole ſhop engaged in this 
is manner, does not immediately ſee 
ard chat he is got into the wrong box, 

as it is commonly called, and almoſt 
to the laſt, imagines his hired equi- 
page for the day will paſs, and that 
his man behind is ſo attached to 
bim as not to tell the ſecret. 


Though 
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Though I do not care to take up 


too much of your time in a proper 


deſcription of him, yet he is what 


we generally, though falſly, call, 
about this town, a gentleman. The 
man was bred well, and paſſed thro 
a collegiate education with tolerable 
reſpe& and honour ; but having un- 
luckily read a maxim of dean 
Swift's, that © the race-horſe i; 
« ſtrong enough to carry a pack, 
cc but that he will not,” he imme- 
diately quitted all thoughts of traf- 
fic, called tradeſmen Baurgois and 
Canaille, frequented. theatres and 
gaming- tables, and is now a ſharper 
for the common neceſſaries of life. 

But pray, (only that it is quite 
loſing time on ſuch a wretch) take 
the glaſs, and ſatisfy your own cu- 
riofity. Not I, ſays Achilles! ! 
find you ſo exact in your pictures, 


that I have no occaſion, when you 
chule 
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chuſe to begin deſcriptions yourſelf 
firſt: when I appeal to you, it is 
C quite another affair; and this I do 
ow to be informed who that lady 
b, marching along to prayers, with 
2 book carried before her, and a 
cuſhion, for it certainly indicates 
nothing ele : ſhe is certainly a wo- 
man of a thouſand; for, at this 
time of day, ladies, even at her 
ze, are not ſo very religious. 
Ha, ha, ha; why, my Achilles! 
| muſt laugh out, ſhe is, or has 
been, the molt arrant proſtitute, in 
the diſtrict of that church where ſhe 
b bending her courſe to: but it is 
fe be faſhion now to be penitent and 
„be a marked character; that of 
z methodiſt : She calls herſelf, in 
common converſation, an abandoned 
Ii vetch: and the bait is ſwallowed 
; by every other fool that hears her. 
Vol. II. E Why, 
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Why, what a world we live in; 
ſays Achilles! I was in hopes rel. 
gion kept clear of hypocriſy; but! 
find it now in a ſecond inſtance. 
A ſecond, ſays Chiron! aye, in 
a thouſand, if you would ufc 


your own eyes, and not depend on 


thoſe of others: The banker's clerk, 
and this lady, are but paltry proof 


of what I could advance: Would 


you think, and I could prove it 
put to the puſh, that half the reve- 
rend divines (if one may judge by 
their avarice, fraud, rapine, Juſt 0 
power, and temporal views of every 
kind) care as little about the aſter 
life; which ſhews them to be un 
believers, as they take pains about 
the enjoyment of the preſent: it 1 
to dreſs, eat delicate food, drink 
precious wines, and ſhew ſplendid 


equipages, that they ſeek prefer. 


ment; and not as you vainly anc 
fooliſhly 
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we be faithful to each other, and 
never meddle or make with the af. 


fairs of the Continent. Have you iſ 


forgot this circumſtance, my Achil. 
les ? 

No, really, he anſwered with 
ſome ſmall degree of warmth; [ 
love and admire the ſituation of my 
country too well, ever to forget ſo 
pleaſing and particular a circum- 
ſtance. The trade, the navigation, 
the imports and exports, are ama- 
Zing! Can any one ever think of 
comparing Holland with us, in ei- 
ther their natural or artificial ſtate? 
A country, as Lord Bolingbroke 
well obſerves, that conſiſts in nothing 
but a parcel of falt marſhes, hardly 
gained upon the ſea, and ſcarcely 
defended from it. But to the point: 
Your glaſs, I ſee, does wonders ; 
for I am at once fifty miles from 
London, to the well ; and the in- 
termediate 
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termediate country looks like a map 
painted according to the foil, in 
C different, but proper colours. 

Well, ſays Chiron, only tell me 
what you ſee; deceive me not, and 
you cannot deceive yourſelf: I be- 
lere you will there find ſomething 
worthy your notice and attention ; 
and yet, when you know the whole, 


| further prophecy that you will 


tion, WM laugh moſt heartily at the greateſt 
ma- mock that ever was put on hoſpita- 
k of ity, charity, and open benevo- 


lence. 

I with you had not, in ſome mea- 
lure, foreſtalled my comments on 
what I ſee, for I perceiveſomething 
| already diſlike; for the people in 
general who eat and drink at the 
oint:¶ gate, ſeem alſo, at this diſtance, to 
lers; pay for it, contrary to all rules and 
from laws of Chriſtian charity and bene- 
in- wlence. Why, truly, you have 
diate E 3 hit 
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hit the caſe: they do pay for what 
they have, and very handſomely, 


though not fairly, too; for you! 
ſee filver given for common bread 


and ſmall beer, though the perſon 
who receives it never puts it into his 
own pocket, but accounts with his 
ſuperior, who viſits it once a year, 
In brief, I will tell you the whole: 
It was originally a religious houſe, 
in thoſe days, which, out of deri- 
ſion, are called Popiſb days, but 
were the beſt days for the poor, the 


traveller, and the afflicted; there 


was a certain portion of the income 
ſet apart for relieving the ſtranger, 
(for inns at that time of day were 
not known) with all which might 
be neceſſary in a plain way for his 
ſubſiſtance on his journey, either of 
food, of drink, of lodging, or me- 
dicinal care, 


But 
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But the allowance ſo ſet apart, 
now goes to increaſe the ſuperior's 


W revenue, who generally wants it 


not, by means of pluralities in the 
church ; and ſo the whole benevo- 
lence conſiſts, at preſent, in a few 
quarts of ſmall beer and ſome ſlices 
of bread ; which, obſerve me, are 
not given to thoſe who want it, de- 
ire, or deſerve it, but to holiday 
citizens, Who are travelling that 
way like people of faſhion, and 
think they muſt not quit the coun- 
try, I mean that part of it, without 
talting the remains of old popiſh 
generoſity. 

What a farce it is now | The diſ- 
poſer of theſe trifles, if twenty iti- 
nerants, that wanted it, paſſed by, 
would drive them from the door, 
and call them ſturdy beggars ; 3 but 
the moment a coach arrives, ſee how 
low he bows ! with what pleaſure he 


2 4 diſtributes 
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diſtributes the wretched remains of | 
royal generoſity, (for J think it wa 
founded by a King of England) i 

and would be ſorry he did not fell 
it dearer by 50 per Cent. than any 
confectioner does his diet bread, ot 
Arthur's their cheapeſt draught. It 
is no ſmall, and of courſe, no bad 
addition, to his maſter's income; 
who, poor man, is ſo ill-provided nt 
for as to lack every thing, and its H 
conſequence, reſpect: But when J th 
fay he lacks, it is not that he will th 
ever die for want of what he has, MW" 
but what he has not. Ui 
That laſt expreſſion puts me in = 
mind of what a certain arch wag le 
wrote, by way of epitaph, on a late I- 
known juſtice, whoſe name I need 
not inform you, as it appears in the 
rhime, and ſpeaks for itſelf, more 

than I need fay on the occaſion, 
Here 


Here lie the bones of Sir John Lad; 


4) e ch d. for want of what be had. 
n The word bones pleaſes me, as he 
tus very thin of perſon, which was 
t Wrather owing to his own penury 
ad chan his original make. 

e But this affair of the mock cha- 
led ity has vext me ſo, that I declare I 
its Wein hardly bear to think on it. I 
| I Wtbought the poor were ſtill refreſhed 


there, as I ſaw ſo many enter; and 
tough I perceived they came away 
Uſpleaſed, little did I think it was 


in Woving to their not having been re- 
vag leyed, but relieved in a poor ſcanty 


ed Oh, quite'the contrary, ſays Chi- 
the Won ; becauſe they want it they have 
It not: the very fellow who diſ- 
poles of it, if he does give away 
Wy thing gratis, in imitation of 
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the maſter, he likewiſe has his favou- 
rites; and it is a million to one, if 
the hungry or thirſty perſon gets hi; 
ſhare of what is given : nay, what 
is more, but it is true, and pity 'tis 
it is true, the very number of pen- 
ſioners are reduced, and rooms kept 
empty, merely to increaſe the pay 
and income of their lordly ſuperior. Wl | 
He is a proteſtant ; but as much a 
he rails at the church of Rome, 
does not diſlike their foundation, no 
more than half the fellows of col- 
leges in O—d or C——e. 

But what a fog has ariſen ! I de- 
clare I can ſcarce diſcover the ob- 
jects in the church-yard. below, c 
the ſtreets leading to it. You ſee 
how ſhort all. human ſchemes and 
pleaſures are, even to the next me 
ment, much leſs the enſuing hour 


We had propoſed great things yo 
know to-day ; how ridiculous is i 


3 m 
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my Achilles, for man to call, or. 
think, any thing a certainty, when 
life is at beſt a contradiction and un- 
certainty. 

But we will reaſon of theſe things 
in the evening : 'The abuſe of apo 0 
rity is a moſt copious ſubject ; 
much ſo for us to ſettle in the com- 
paſs we can allot: Man! his 
life, ſays Shakeſpear, 2s no more than 
to ſay, one; and yet we go on, you ſce, 
adding field to field, houſe to houſe, 
and garden to garden, as though we 
were, indeed, immortal ; ſcarce a 
ſpice, a tower, or ſteeple under us, 
but will furniſh matter for reflection 
and contemplation. Veſtry dinners 
are a field for inſpection; theſe I 
will begin on; and only inform 
jou, from my own knowlege, that 
where a meeting is had to give 2 
dinner of ten ſhillings to the poor, 
the rich, or thoſe at leaſt who need. 
0! E 6 it 
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it not, have ſpent twice that ſum, 
They cry, *tis all for the poor; aye, 
they ſay well, for the rich are poor 
in heart; and of ſuch are compoſed 
half the juſtices of London and 
Middleſex, half the commiſſioners 
of land-tax, half the common pa- 
riſh-officers, and all the church- 
wardens. 
Many of theſe things muſt be 
delivered in a whiſper, ſaid Chiron; 
for as we go down ſtairs, they are 
often crowded with the very ſubjects 
of our converſation, and objects of 
our contempt, who, not content 
with the common methods of get- 
ting appetites, to eat up the poor's 
juſt rights, ſuch as bitters, drams, 
morning whets, &c. &c. in ſecula 
ſeculorum ; but they even mount up 
to this height, and call it, moſt au- 
daciouſſy, whetting their ſtomachs, 
Come, 
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Come, let us depart, or we ſhall be 
obſerved and prevented. 


CHAT. VIL 
THAT a buſtle and racket peo- 


ple in this life, men, wo- 
men, and all, make about rank and 
title, precedence, reſpect, and what 
not! See there, ſays Chiron, that 
coffin- maker is laughing, ſwearing, 
and ſmoaking, over the laſt man- 
ſion- houſe of the late duke of #*##, 
who would not have admitted a 
tradeſman, particularly a mecha- 
nic, within a mile of his pre- 
ſence. 

Turn your eyes that way a little, 


and you will ſee the very houſe his 


grace lived and died in: Vou think, 
with your bare eye only, that the 
family are all dejected: Quite other- 
wiſe! they never were ſo chearful: 
dee how buſy they all are blazoning 
his 
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his arms for the eſcutcheons: and 
pray take notice alſo, how aſſidu- 
ous the widow is in fitting her 
weeds. 

Come, ſays ſhe, a {= BEST Y and 
a good jointure, under thirty, is no 
bad Iure for the mall, whenever 
decency will permit me to walk 
there: My .inclinations are in the 
Park already, and I will go, in ſpite 
of the world, the moment it is 
dark, though 'tis only to hear pri- 
vately what the gay world ſay of me 
and my deceaſed lord—hang him! 
I ſuffered enough the few years! 
lived with him, and deſerved better 
pay than the jointure I poſſeſs—but 
it will do! And thus you fee ſhe 
talks ſoliloquies, for days together, 
in preſence of her moſt ſilent, and 
certain friend and flatterer, the 


glaſs. 
It 
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It would be worth while ta look 
through that houſe entirely, and ſee 
how little they are what they ſeem, 
on ſuch an occaſion. The ſuits of 
wee, as Hamlet ſays, are ſoon robes 
of gladneſs; for my lady's woman, 
who is to have a pretty handſome 
legacy when the will 1s declared, 
already has had a pair of falſe teeth 
put in by the moſt ingenious Mr. 
L—y, and ſwears ſhe will hold up 
her head now, for that ſhe is a for- 
tune. 

The chaplain, you ſee now, who 
uſed to link into her apartment for 
the emoluments of tea, coffee, cho- 
colate, wine, plumb-cake, and all 
the good circumſtances of an houſe- 
keeper's room, now ſends a card to 
her firſt, and talks of paying his 
duty, his reſpects, or at leaſt his 
compliments to her, having ſome- 
thing to impart of conſequence. 


What 
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What do you think this very conſe. 
quential affair is, my Achilles? 
Why, love, to be ſure, anſwered 
he. But obſerve, ſays Chiron, he 
now has found out that ſhe is a per- 
ſon of family, and ſhould have 
known it before, had he ever ſeen 
her name properly ſpelt ; for the 
difference of a letter, or a ſyllable, 
in a name, either ranks you with 
the greateſt, or ſets you with the 
dregs even of the vulgar : why, I 
have known an act of p——t, at a 
great expence, be obtained, to take 
off a ſingle ſyllable before now. Tis 
a ſtrange world, indeed ! And as to 
arms and heraldry, and all that 
ſtuff, why, whole eſtates have been 
ſunk in litigation, whether the fa- 
mily had a right to a Trefoil or a 
gingque-foil, 
Nay, I declare, ſays Achilles, I 
Have known a duel fought, and to 
the truth too; inſomuch, that one 
| 5 of 
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ef the parties has been forced to 
aſk his life, becauſe truly one of 
the champions gave his ſervant 
orders to have three Flowers de Lis 
on his left arm, which was only 
the privilege of the elder branch of 
that family. The footman was not 
ſorry he loſt the badge of honour, 
as his maſter called it; for he de- 
cared he would not have ſtaid a 
month in his houſe to wear ſo 
ſhabby, and ſo ridiculous a ſtamp 
of family pride and vanity. But 
hnce we are got upon the ſubject, 
ſuppoſe we turn our eyes a little to- 
0 WF wards that very deſerted building 
under us; there, there; I mean in 
Doctors - Commons; which is in 
fact, the very ſhop and warehouſe 
% of feathers and follies.— What do 
ou ſee there? Don't lift up your 


T bands ſo! The ſight, I warrant, is 
to common enough every day, though 
1 for want of knowing it to be ſo, it 
0 


may 
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their right, in relation to arms, 


do THE MENTAL 
may appear ſo particular to you now: 
Come, pr'ythee impart. 

Why, I ſee a whole family in 
mourning too, buſy with a man 
there, who ſeems, by the keys he 
carries, and the many wooden 
preſſes he opens, to be the chief 
perſon in the office. Why, he 
is ſo, ſaid Chiron! but pray what 
do you think is their buſineſs ? No 
doubt, ſays Achilles, as they ſeem 
of good family, to complain of ſome 
people, who may have broke in on 


- Low! Q. — — — 880 — 4 


creſt, ſupporters, or the like. 
Ha, ha, ha! Well; when ſhall 


I ſee you at the head of that know- Ne 
lege I am aiming to give you! WW a 
Why, you never were half ſo mi- If t 
ſtaken: they are very low and WF d 
paltry people, and having got a t! 
large prize in the lottery, would te 
now fain ſet up an equipage, but FF c 


are 
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are puzzled about arms. But they 
need not be puzzled long! Believe 


me, money runs in ſuch ſparing 


ſtreams through that office there, 
that they will ſoon find them arms, 
if proper fees are paid for them. 
He aſks their name; and finding it 
to be the ſame of a very noble fa- 
mily in this kingdom, he makes not 
the leaſt doubt of tacking them to 
the head of that noble family ; and 
ſays, that if any one diſputes it, I'll 
defend you : But adds, there muſt be 
a little more money paid, becauſe 
your family is truly noble. | 
You ſee how readily they pay the 
caſh : The very people, who a week 
ago would have turned their ſhirts 
to ſave waſhing, and ſpunged for a 
dinner at their enemies hands, now 
throw away a cool hundred pounds, 
to make themſelves ridiculouſly 


conſpicuous ; for whoever ſees the 
arms, 
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arms, will doubtleſs laugh; for the 
father of this very family was 
hanged for forgery; and his wife, 
the mother, tranſported for a bur- 
glary: however, they think, by 
going a few miles out of town, and 
giving their ſingle houſe a name, in 
imitation of a et, that it will either 
be forgot, or perhaps never known, 
But they are miſtaken ; for the ſame 
news-paper which mentions their 
leaving town with a grand retinue 
for their country ſeat, unluckily is 
read by the parſon of the pariſh, who 
recollects how they came by their 
rank and family; and, like a true 
divine, tells it to the ſquire, be- 
cauſe the ſquire pays him more 
tythe, and has more children to 
Chriſten. 

Come, hang it, ſays Chiron! 
let us turn our eyes to ſomething 
better; I am tired of the vanities, 

| more 
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more than the vices, of mankind ! 
I muſt, ſays Achilles, indulge my- 
ſelf in remarking one perſon more, 
who enters the ſame place ſeemingly 
on another errand ; and yet I may 
be miſtaken : pray tell me, to pre- 
vent my expoſing myſelf, what his 
buſineſs there can be, ſo dejected, 
ſo ſhabby, and, no doubt, fo pen- 
nyleſs ? 

Why, for once, ſays Chiron, 
Ill indulge you, but had rather 
have your own gueſles, even tho' 
they fall ſhort of the mark: By 
aiming at ſeveral things, ſome muſt 
hit; but I will prevent you ſhoot- 
ing the arrow of your judgment in 
vain here, becauſe indeed the caſe 
is ſomething particular, 

He has much of the high French 
blood in him ; and though he has 
the beſt coat of arms in England, he 
has ſcarce a coat to his back : His 

pride 


* 
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pride and poverty are amazing | He 
will ſtarve nine days to ſubſcribe to 
a paltry book, that his name may 
appear in print on the liſt, and ſet 
the world talking, that he is of the 
noble family of the Beaumonts. 

Trade is mechanical ! He would 
not be ſeen in a ſhop for the two 
Indies, and the unknown advan- 
tages and emoluments of the North. 
Weſt Paſlage ; but he will privately 
ſteal even ſuch trifles as pens, ink, 
paper, ſnuff, and what not; all 
which he thinks becomes him, on 
account of his ſuperior blood ; for 
was it known, ſays he, it would 
not be believed that a man of my 
family would commit a theft, and 
therefore would kindly interpret it 
into abſence of mind. 

But it once happened otherwiſe, 
and he was very ſeverely caned in 


private, becauſe his friends thought 
; a 


* 
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a public example might have made 
him deſtroy himſelf; and they 
wanted him to live, that they might 
always tell the ſtory : he thinks it 


a private one, but indeed it is pub- 


| lic enough ; and only wants to be 


introduced on the ſtage, in the 
mouth of a G—k, to make it im- 
mortal. 

There is ſcarce in life ſo trouble- 
ſome a companion as a poor and 
proud man of family! Talk to him 
of learning, he runs it all down, 
and ſwears, no author was ever any 
other than an upſtart: touch him 
on fortune, eſtate, capital, houſe, 
gardens, and plantations, he will 
immediately anſwer, Pſhaw! the 
fellow is of yeſterday, and never had 
an anceſtor in the field; for ob- 
ſerve, the military profeſſion is ever 


held the higheſt by theſe gentle- 
men, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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men, becauſe crowned heads are 
ſoldiers often. | 


But I could tell all theſe fine gen- 


tlemen of the. blade, that a ſoldier 
and a butcher vary very little; that 
maroding is little better than thiey- 
ing; and railing contributions, not 
a farthing more honourable than 
railing the wind, as highwaymen 
call it, on Bagſhot-Heath or Shu- 
ter's-Hill ; pray where is the diffe- 
rence? one pleads military orders, 
the other the orders of nature and 
neceſlity, and gives you to under- 
ſtand, that the great rob more in 
one hour, though not ſo openly, 
than he in a whole year ; robbers 
in revenue, exciſe, honour, con- 
ſcience, law, phyſic, and what not! 
But pr'ythee let us quit the place 
and the ſubject; for if there are a 
| ſet of people, to me, and in my 
eye, more ridiculous than others, 

It 
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re i is thoſe who are coat-mad, with- 
out having a ſecond pair of breeches 


perhaps. 

* Tis virtue only, good behaviour, 
nat Wl aacere friendſhip, benevolence, 
. coodneſs of heart, complacency of 
not mind, pity for human frailties, and 
aan Wl the like, which give honour beyond 
nen what theſe boobies can beſtow, tho 
wy they have the impudence to call 
ffe- 


themſelves Kings; at leaſt one of 
them : it is out of their power to 
and WW enoble cowards or knaves, though 
der- WI know they pretend to it. 
e in W However, my Achilles! be ſure 
nly, ¶ of one thing, that the coat and creſt 
bers which are not worn and obtained 
con- Wuyith honour and reputation, im- 
not! Wmediately becomes your diſgrace : 
and it would be well for ſome no- 
ble peers, and lofty commoners, of 
this kingdom, if greater blots were 
not in their eſcutcheons, than ſome- 
Vor, II. F times 
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times marrying their inferior, 
ſhe is often falſly called, or getting 
an honeſt livelihood by trade and 
induſtry. 

But the day 1s 8 a little: 
if it increaſes, which I ſuſpect it 
will, our buſineſs of obſervation 3 
at an end: However, you pay ſuchM. 
compliments to my Kknowlege,M ; 
(which in general you have found 
very exact) that our glaſs grows t 
almoſt uſeleſs, and ſcarce worth the x; 
toil or trouble of bringing up to ſuch þ 
an height: But I ſhall, I believe, 
for the future, exerciſe you a little | 
more with it than I have done; 
and, by holding my tongue en 
tirely fora while, oblige you to ha 
recourſe to it on all occaſions, till 
you grow perfect in this labyrint 
of a ſtudy: A labyrinth indeed 


And I agree with Mr. Addiſon, tha$ 
tis difficult (truly ſo) Ip 
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To ſee with how much art the wind- 


ings run, 
And where the regular confuſion 
ends. 


Tis indeed a regular confuſion ! But 
from confuſion, order may ariſe, if 
not to themſelyes, to us: It may, 
for I already perceive you know how 
to ſift their follies and their vani- 
ties, and extract wiſdom from ca- 
price, as Chemiſts do ſalutary me- 
dicine from the moſt noxious poi- 
ſons, 

But now, off hand, and 'tis the 
aſt I will trouble you with: What 


bink you of the old lady below, 
who is hawling her young female 


pprentice before a juſtice for miſ- 
behaviour and neglect of buũneſs? 
Je how the girl weeps! hear how 
be moans! The old lady exults ; 

2 -- and. 
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and, no doubt, you think her hardly 
uſed : but believe me, my Achil. F 
les, the whole quarrel is, becauſ | 
the girl has ſtill ſuch fixt notions of 
virtue, modeſty, chaſtity, and true 
religion, that ſhe cannot bring her- 
ſelf to reliſh the carrying linen or 
lace to young gentlemens chambers, 
though her cruel miſtreſs inſiſts on 
it; and though ſhe pretends all that 
proper regard for her pupil, yet, 
privately, ſhe would ſell her at the 
market price. 

For ſince the many additional te- 
giments up and down this country, 
girls come more frequently to the 
great mart of London : what one 
corps of officers leaves undone, the 
next does; and ſo the towns and 
villages of England are ranſacked 
of beauty and innocence, to ſuppl 
this all-voracious capital. 


rler . 101 


I wiſh to ſee your ſcheme ſet on 
foot, ſaid Achilles, for ſaving the 
unfortunate female race; at leaſt, 
from further perdition. I declare, 
as the evening is coming on, I diſ- 
cern through your glaſs whole troops 
of them preparing for the hour of 
deſtruction : See there how they 
dreſs themſelves; even the modeſt 
ones, for night revels and aflemblies 
of pleaſure. They little recollect, 
that the ſacrifices of the ancient 
heathens, were always moſt adorned 
with flowers and garlands ; and that 
the more gay their life is, the nearer, 
like them, they are all approaching 
deſtruction, But more of this in 
private, 
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CH AF. Va. 


ERSONS who always lire in 


ſtate and grandeur, have no 
real knowlege of human life; they 
often think they have, and are as 
often miſtaken. It is ſaid of Dean 
Swift (I ſhould rather ſay the im- 
mortal Dean Swift) that he would 
often travel in a waggon, the bet- 
ter to judge of nature, and the 
people's humours: He well knew 
the farce and folly of ſtate, and was 
doubtleſs tired of it. 

Such beaſtly animals as thoſe 
under our eyes there, would call 
this keeping low company : I know 
they would : they are only for a car- 
pet, lighted tapers, and a dining- 
room floor: and what do they ſee 
or learn there ? treachery, my 


Achilles! even in the very little, 
and 
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and very trivial affairs, of cards and 
converſation. 
n Do I thank a ſhop-keeper for his 
o © ſeeming and pretended humility 
y I vhile I am laying out ready-money 
as wich him? Be in his debt a few 
an weeks beyond the reaſonable time, 
and that ſmiling face, and oily 
tongue, at once grow rough and 
lowering! While you are ordering 
his goods, he wants no money, but 
cries, your cuſtom, good and wor- 
thy Sir, is all Iam thinking of: and 
if you are better dreſſed than ordi- 
oſe I nary, he will add, the honour of 
all N jour cuſtom: But in a few days he 
ow has unforefeen demands, is obliged 
-ar- I to make up a ſum, is very uneaſy at 
ng- freſſing his beſt friends, but muſt 
ſee have his money. 
my | To me, and according to my 
tle, I fooliſh, but honourable way! of 
and I jdging, this is little better than 
Fi crying, 
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crying, and and deliver, with 1 
cocked piſtol in each hand: and | 


own it grieves me every execution 


day, to fee poor unfortunate 
wretches going to be hanged for 
trifles of a hat, ſhirt, or perhaps a 
loaf or two of bread, when truſ. 
tees, guardians, nay, even parents, 
continue robbing for thouſands, and 
all within the verge of the laws, 
There is one before us now; there, 
I fay, in the ſpruce chariot : his hi- 
ſtory is ſo very particular, that | 
mult give it to you, but in the fewelt 
words I can, leſt we loſe better ob- 
ſervations. 

He was originally a footman, or 
rather, footboy, to a very eminent 
barriſter of the Temple; and, har 
ing often heard him ſay, that he, 
the counſellor, never throve till he 
got to be a truſtee, the young fel- 


low ſet about ſtudying that part 5 
e 
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the law, which made him maſter 
of wills, ſettlements, mortgages, 
c. Sc. and after ſome years cloſe 
| application, he flipt off his livery, 
and at once entered the liſts of a 
chamber-praCtitioner and convey- 
ancer. 

Many ſhrugs of the ſhoulders, 
many whiſpers, and many ſneers, 
he ſtood the brunt of from his bre- 
thren of the quill ; and at laſt, by 
perſeverance, got tolerably forward ; 
inſomuch, that he bought, or ra- 
ther got, a chariot from a gentle- 
man by way of pledge, (having 
lent ſome money on it, which he 
well knew would never be paid) he. 
jbbed a pair of horſes now and 
then, and ſo became at once a man 
of faſhion, of conſequence in the 
profeſſion, and of rank, in courſe ; 
which chariots are too apt to give. 


F By 
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By this common trap; he got a 
girl of fortune, enlarged his way of 
life, gave banquets at noon, drums 
at night, and, in ſhort, took a ca- 
pital houſe near the court, which 
ſtampt him at once the man of emi- 
nence and faſhion ; for the world 
ſeldom find fault where there are 
plentiful tables, and wine in abun- 
dance. By theſe common ſteps, he 
arrived fo cloſe to the beſt eſtates in 
the kingdom, that I do believe 
there is ſcarce a great family now 
m England, who has not been in 2 
cloſet with him. And to come to 
the point in hand, he is truſtee and} 
guardian to half the minors of the 
premier families of this nation. But 
no more of him ; he has a miniſte- 
rial income, I aſſure you, and fi- 
lences much calumny, by banquets 
and entertainments, 

Now, 
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Now, to change the ſcene, take 
away the glaſs from your eye, and 


tell me what you think of the lady 


in that ſtreet there, dreſſed as me- 
lancholy as a mercy-begging can- 
didate for an alms-houſe, and hum 
ble, you fee, to a degree of mean- 
neſs. 


Why, ſhe certainly is humble; 


and however ſhe may have exulted 


and inſulted, in the former part of 
life, ſhe is, or indeed I ſhould rather 


ſay, appears to be ſorry for what 
ſhe has done; if ever, as I ſaid be- 


fore, ſhe has been inſolent. 


Ha, ha, ha; if ever ſhe has been! 
Why, ſhe is now the moſt arro- 
gant, proud, vain,. and pert wo- 
man living : but the perſon ſhe has 
met, is a director of a public com- 
pany, and ſhe has views there of pro- 
fit to herſelf and family: but with 
all that ſeeming humility. and plain- 

F 6 neſs; 
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of dreſs, I aſſure you, ſhe only 
plays the part within the city walls, 
for, at the other end of the town, 
ſhe has cloaths fit for a dutcheſs, 
and jewels of the firſt water : She 
paſſes there for a woman of faſhion 
and quality: In the city, the is the 
moſt obliged, moſt devoted, and 
moſt humble ſervant of every little 
tradeſman, who knows one, that 
knows another, who married even 
the god-daughter of his honour, the 

director, | 
She calls this in her very coarſe 
way, knowing which fide her bread 
is buttered on : for you will ſee very | 
ſoon, that one of her own depen- 
dents will meet her; and then ob- 
ſerve the difference of her behavi- 
our, Hark! you may even hear 
her ſhrill tongue at this diſtance! 
She is chiding her dependent cou- 
ſin and hanger-on, for not being 
prot- 
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proſperous, and ſcarce gives her a 
civil word: I know, ſays ſhe, you 
might have done well ; your parents 
gave you a very good education; 
I have no pity for you: I ſuppoſe 
ſome idle fellow or other has had al 
your. ready-money for ſecret ſer-- 
vices, or you could not want ſuch a 
trifle as a guinea; I aſſure you, if 
I had a thouſand, you ſhould not 
have one. 

Work as I have done, and ſtill 
do: ſee my fingers ends; here — 
What, you muſt have your tea twice 
a day too, no doubt : I warrant you ! 
your reverend father knew no ſuch 
luxury ; but often drank his glaſs 
of home-brewed table beer, to my 
knowlege, to ſave ſuch extrava- 
gance, as I know you have prac- 
tiſed, and every little low wretch 
about this vile metropolis: If you 
deſerved pity I would give you that; 

but 
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but I know you do not; and ſo, 
trollop, out of my ſight. 

I ſtand reproved, faid Achilles! 
and fear I ſhall never get to the top 
of philoſophy's ſchool, though 1 
pretend to be a ſcholar there! But 
ſuppoſe, for ſhortneſs, I take every 
thing by contraries, ſhould not I be 
near the mark ? For hitherto, every 
perſon's heart has been contrary to 
their features, and their words have 

bely'd their looks moſt conſtantly, 
Why, though in general, ſaid 
Chiron, that plan might anſwer, 
yet there are great exceptions ; and 
once miſtaking a virtuous and good 
man for a bad one, would ruin you 
for ever ; I mean as a man of judg- 
ment and knowledge in theſe ab- 
ſtract ſciences. No; if you will 
compare things well together, you 
may judge of the many by one: 
there are duplicates of every one; 
and 


OPTICIAN. 117 


and tho' there are degrees in vil- 
lainy, it is ſufficient for your purpoſe 
to know ſuch a man to be bad, as 
all you have to do is to avoid him. 
But come—there goes a ſerious: 


citizen and alderman along that nar- 


row ſtreet; you ſee he ſtops twice 


to give an old woman charity : per- 


haps you think him ſo; but he is 


the very reverſe of it; for he at this 


inſtant is receiver of a public hoſ- 
pital and charity, and has embez- 
zled near half their weekly pay: 
But he thinks he does wonders, and: 
makes his peace with heaven, by 
thus giving a few farthings in an 
open and oſtentatious way, that (as 
the ſcripture ſays) he may be ſeen 
of men. 

He is not the only man, believe 
me, my Achilles, who has fattened 


on the poor; nay, drove over them, 


almoſt, as they walked along, with 
8 5 
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a chariot of their own : I mean, paid 
for with their money. I fo un- 
luckily, for my own part, tack 
ideas to names, that I hardly ever 
hear the word ſteward, pay-maſter, 
receiver, treaſurer, or caſhier, men- 
tioned, but I immediately think him 
a cheat; aye, in the very utmoſt 
fenſe of things too. But now turn 
your eyes this way. What do you 
fee ? Be quick, or he vaniſhes. 

I ſee, ſays Achilles, a young 
gentleman, ſo aſſiduous in his buſi- 
neſs, that he ſteps into a common 
paſtry-cook's ſhop to eat ſomething, 
leſt he ſhould neglect his time, and 
maſter's buſineſs. And you are 
ſure of your man, ſays Chiron, are 
not you? What think you of the 
very reverſe now ? 

He ſlunk away from his maſ- 
ter's compting-houſe without a din- 
ner, becauſe it was poſt night, and 

| he 
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he expected to be employed towards 
the evening, which would have 
hindered him the fight of a new 
play, the firſt night too of all others ! 
He calls himſelf a buck ; and he is 
one in this ſenſe, that he is very 
wild and miſchievous : He thinks, 
to be ſpoke to by a player, man or 
woman, 1s a much greater honour 
than by his maſter or miſtreſs, tho 
this year they are the firſt quality 
of the city, by his being Lord 
Mayor. 

We will watch him to the very 
theatre, if you will : See how happy 
he grows the inſtant he gets among 
them behind the ſcenes : They flat- 
ter him too on his abilities for the 
ſtage: and to tell you the truth, he 
intends to be an hero there, at a 
proper time, and wear the buſkin. 
All in good time, my Achilles! his 
ruin and dead-warrant are ſealed, 
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by the ſmiles of that actreſs in green 
and ſilver: He loves her; ſhe flat- 
ters his voice, his genius, his me- 

mory, his perſon, and what not ! 
At home, he hears of no excel- 
lence which he has, but that of 
punctuality and exactneſs in keep- 
ing his books. Damn them, ſays 
he, I laugh at all that ; 'tis for me- 
chanicks. There are at leaſt a 
thouſand, aye, twenty thouſand, 
book-keepers, and clerks, in Lon- 
don, but the duce of two good 
players; and no doubt I ſhall be 
the ſecond ; and what ſignifies it? 
J ſhall, by this means, be debarred 
a few tea-drinking companions with 
orave faces: Faith! I had rather 
give a looſe to pleaſure, and follow 
my own inclinations ; and I will. 
His abilities are flattered like the 
world's in general, juſt as long as 
his fortune holds: he is impatient 
0 
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to get rid of it, that he may have 
the better plea not to enter trade, 
by ſaying, he has no capital. Thus 
he goes on, giving rings, baubles, 
trinkets, Cc. to women actors, and 
banquets to men actors, till, in 
ſnort, he has not one ſingle guinea 
left; and ſo is obliged to begin the 
new trade. 

Being a ee he no lon- 
ger enjoys the idea he once did; and 
having tried the part of Pyrrhus, and 
failed in it, is now a moſt miſerable 
dependent. I am ſpeaking of a year 
or two hence: The very people of 
the ſame profeſſion, who ſo flat- 
tered and defended him on trial, 
now are the firſt to make parties 
and cabals againſt him : He little 
thought of this: He becomes wretch- 
ed; grows dejected ; turns ſtroller ; 
and, in a few years, hangs himſelf; 
till looking back on honeſt trade, 


as 


l 
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as Adam and Eve did on loſt Para. 
diſe, and giving a ſigh to no pur. 
poſe, under a ſhower of misfor- 
tunes. 

It certainly muſt be a love for 
women, and paſſion for dreſs, which 
firſt tempts young gentlemen thus 
to quit certainties to follow ſhadows, 
ſays Achilles ; it can't be otherwiſe; 
for examine them all round the 
country, and you will trace them 
all he me to ſome honeſt trade or 
profeſſion: but genius cannot be 
oppoſed; nor do I think the diſc: 
pointed, in this part of life, are ſo 
very miſerable, as we make, and 
imagine them : I know they laugh, 
they ling, and, among themſelves, 
enjoy themſelves, perhaps more, 
than the perſons who laugh at 
them. 

Believe me, in general, mankind 
are ſeldom ſo happy, or miſerable, 

as 
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as the world make them, or would 
have them to be: our own pride 
makes us ſaddle them with ſtrange 


ſcenes of both, which I have men- 


tioned. When the world are going 
down-hill, we ſtarve them imme- 
diately, and don't allow them even 
that which they have; for theſe 
ſtarved people, who are kindly gi- 
ven up to providence, look pretty 
well for years afterwards : Md, on 
the other hand, when people are 
flouriſhing, then we give them a 
lift indeed: the ladder then can't 
be too high, nor have too many 
rounds to it : then they are wiſe, 
are valiant, are prudent, kind, be- 
nevolent, and I know not what! 
But of this anon : we muſt obey 
our ſummons for the evening: Adieu 
till then; for I ſhall be old-faſhion- 
ed enough, becauſe it's a ſaint's day, 


to 
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to go to prayers below, and ſay, ac- 
cording to my friend Milton, 


Let the pealing organ blow, 
To the well-tun'd quire below — 


CHAP. IX. 


OW tedious and weariſome a 
life of conſtant pleaſure muſt 
be! I quere whether a life of pain 
is not, in the long run, more eli- 
gible! For in the latter eſtate things 
grow familiar ; but in the former, 
tis otherwiſe. It is a maxim I know 
of ſome great man, and am ſure he 
thought right, that a reflection on 
paſt pleaſure generally gives a man 
pain; but the recollection of former 
pain, always gives pleaſure. 

I believe you, ſays Achilles, very 
ſincerely ; for I am ſure I hate to 
look back on the minutes, the 
| hours, 
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hours, the days, the weeks, the 
months, nay, the years, I have 
diſſipated in trifles and follies, when 
firſt I knew this confounded me- 
tropolis : I do aſſure you, five years 
of my life, were ſpent at that time, 
in'ſuch a vain and idle dream, that I 
have tore it out of my book, or 
diary, and am aſhamed to think 
there ever was ſtich an idiot as my- 
ſelf: and that ever ſuch precious 
time was ſo ill ſpent. 

May I expect your pardon, if I 
give you ſome hiſtory of myſelf ? 
I think I may; at leaſt I'll venture 
your animadverſion, becauſe I know 
the account will go no farther, but 
reſt in your own boſom ; and I be- 
lieve we ſhould all be wiſer, could 
we any way excuſe the ſincerity of 
our confidant : But fearing to own 
our follies, leſt they ſhould be de- 
clared, we ſmother things to our 


OWN 
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own diſadvantage, when concealed; 
which, revealed, might be of ink. 
nite advantage in our future eonduct 
thro' life. 

I came to town, you muſt knoy, 
with full inſtructions from friend; 
and parents, as is the cuſtom ; and 
which, .too often, by being often 
inculcated, loſe their effect, to 
learn every thing: But the profel- 
ſion in view was the barr! Vet ge. 
neral knowlege being the requiſite, 
I was at certain hours to learn the 
mathematics, under the royal maſ- 
ter of Chriſt's hoſpital, (then the 
moſt noted in that way) and for 
that purpoſe, was introduced to him 
as a friend, by a friend ; that being 
an adult, I was not to be treated in 
the common manner of boyith pu- 
pils, but get into the marrow of 
things at once, 
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I was ſoon happy in a miſtake of 
my friends; for I found my p 5 
ceptor as willing to connive at 
nleneſs, as I was at his breach Bf 
duty; inſomuch, that after the 
common ceremonies were paſt, of 
1 W bow? dye, and how d'ye, what wea- 
n ther is it, and the like, I was at free 
o WM lberty to go where pleaſed, which, 
you may imagine, was to ſome ren- 
dezvous of pleaſure, * 


The reigning amuſement of the 


he Wl young bucks of London, then, was 
af. dancing, at different corners of the 
the Wiown: And do you know, that I 
ſor W kept a regular calendar of all the 


particular days the ſeveral city com- 
ing panies ſet apart for that amuſement; 
| in Med prepared my limbs for them 45 
pu- regularly as your common- councit-- 
7 of {en do their ſtomachs for the ang, 
fual feaſt of their own ſociety 6 
1 Wbrotherhood, 
Vor, II. G I 
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I fear, by your looks, that I ſtand 
corrected already, though tis only 


the onſet of my hiſtory ; but I muſt 


go on; and really J am the reverſe 
of the common proverb of 


Vivere bis vita poſſe pricre frui; 


which, I think, is thus very well 
tranſlated by honeſt old Colley Cib- 
ber — 


When years no more of adlive life 
retain, 


"Tis ſecond life to lead them ver 


again. 


For in truth, I dread the recollec- 
tion, and only repeat it with your 
permiſſion, to prove to you, that 
by owning it, I pretty plainly con- 
vince you, that I have ſeen my fol- 
lies and eſcap'd the ſtorm, 


I, 
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d, at that time of day, thought 
ly W there was more beauty, harmony, 
it N poetry, muſic, and what not, in an 
le il; pelt letter from a young dancing 
partner, than ever I have known 
ſince in the moſt refined epiſtles of 
ur. Pope, Mr. Gay, or even the 
immortal Swift. An appointment 
ell vo meet at any private and particu- 
b- WJ lar place, has a pleaſure I ſhall ne- 
er feel again: the very ſtreet ſeem- 
ed joyous; and I always thought 
that ] walked on feathers, when I 
damber'd up ſtairs (though ever 
o many) to get to the proper apart- 
nent. 

A ſigh, a whiſper, a paltry pre- 
kent of a ribbon, though ever ſo 
realy, for her hair, was at once 
that Wineſtimable ; and I was then above 
on- Weccepting any valuable favour, of a 
fol-⸗Nratch, or ring, though often in 

ay power, becauſe, like a fool, or 

I, cn in 
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in other words, alover, I was to ya. 
lue the giver, not for the ſake of 


the gift, but the perſon it came 


from! Thus have I accepted of an 
odd glove, a bodkin, a garter, and 
the like: but a buſkin once 
drawn out warm from the boſom of 
my Dulcinia, was very near the oc- 
caſion of my running mad; for! 
run the hazard of twenty duels, by 
boaſting of it in all the parties of 
pleaſure I engaged in. 

What a ſimpleton you think me! 
but what a much greater I think 
myſelf! Well, ſcanty as my purſe 
was, I was the cull on every party 
of diverſion, whether to theatres, 
or public gardens, operas, or mal- 
querades ; all buſineſs was at an 
end! excuſes were eaſily found on 
both the preceptor's and pupils 
fide, why 1 did not attend lectures; 
and it has gone ſo far once or twice, 


ad 


(who was in the ſecret) to make 
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as to have an apothecary ſent for 


believe I was ill and in danger, tho' 
only to avoid one evening's lecture, 
that I might dance ſafely and ſe- 
curely till the next morning. 

At my chambers (for I had then 
very proper ones for a ſtudent) were 
various tricks practiſed, to blind, 
not only the old folks, but all my 
acquaintance : I had a bag-wiz kept 
at each end of the town, with white 
ſtockings, red-heel'd pumps, and 
al the apparatus of a true country- 
dancer: But I never failed leaving 
chambers in my ſtudent's gown, 
and always put a ticket in at my 
door, gone to Weſtminſter, 

When I put on the bar-robe, I 
was forced to encreaſe my fineſſe a 
little ; and many a ſham brief have 
had delivered by a proper young 
fellow for the purpoſe, who repre- 

G 3 ſented 
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ſented an attorney, or his clerk very 


well, and who brought me a guinez 


or two of my own money: Even fi 


my cronies and intimates believed 
this]! And I declare I practiſed the 
tcheme ſo long, that I almoſt be. 
lieved it myſelf. 

Well; while I was ſuppoſed to 
be at Weſtminſter, taking notes, 


and makingremarks, I was footing to 


croſs-partners at Stationers- hall, the 
Clothworkers, Ironmongers, Checſe. 
mongers, or ſome of the mongril 
breed of that villainous city : I was 
bowing to beauty, and not power; 
and a taylor's daughter has made 
me more diligent to get a coach for 
her, than if a chief juſtice had aſked 
the favour on being overthrown, 
or a wheel of his chariot coming 
off—Intereſt and love operate very 


differently on juvenile minds. 
Thus 


OP TICI1AN: 

Thus I lived, ſtrolling from one 
end of the town to the other, and 
gathering the names, families, and 
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fortunes, of half the girls in Lon- 
don: but what gave me moſt un- 
eaſineſs, and what at firſt ſet 
me againſt continuing thus in folly, 
was, making my addreſſes to one 
of theſe partners of mine, and meet- 
ing a ſharp rebuff, ſaying, What, 
a lady can't give a fool her hand in 
a dance, but he muſt have the aſ- 
ſurance to expect her heart alſo! 

Obſerve, my good friend, that 
] had made up new cloaths twice to 
attend this lady ; and after variety 
of coaching and dancing, and lo- 
ling as much time as would have 
made, properly employed, a tole- 
rable lawyer, this unkind lady mar- 
ned, to my great diſgrace, a weal- 
thy tallow-chandler, who never 
karnt to dance in all his life, 
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But my follies did not end here er 
for though I took a diſguſt to danc. 55 
ing, owing to this lady's treatment, f 
J fell into a worſe Charybdis; for 2 
now I took a turn to concerts, and * 
to play myſelf at beſt a Ript iam, 

To perform this, I was forced, for 10 
near a year, to riſe with the lark, 0 
and ſtrum away in a back garret that a 
no body might hear me, till I was * 
able to exhibit a minuet to the MM. 
young ladies in the parlour. By de- bo 
grees I gathered boldneſs ; and aſ- . 


ſure you, was impudent enough at 
the Devil-tavern, to undertake play- 
ing an approbation-piece, to quality 
me for a muſical member of that fa- 
mous ſociety. 

Ino ſooner was introduced as 2 
performer, but immediately I be- 
gan; and was vain enough to think 
all the ladies of the gallery there 
were intent on me alone; and as it 

Was 
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was impoſſible for them to hear my 
particular notes, I make no doubt 


but many of the ingenious Mr. 


Brown's quavers and ſemi-demi 
quavers, paſt for mine. 

I] was now ſo bewitched to this 
gew ſtudy, that I often went in diſ- 
guiſe, and performed in the or- 
cheſtra of both play-houſes, to get 
perfect in my favourite ſtudy, What 
mean raſcal, ſay you? Aye; and 
was I to recount the mean things 
| was a witneſs of among that ho- 
novrable ſociety of Apollo, you 
would indeed ſay worſe of me: I 
have known a Cremona gentleman 
of the firſt rank, begilded like a 
ummer flie, get under the ſtage, 
nd in ſome dark corner there, eat 
bone of mutton, which had been 
rrapped up in his pocket all that 
by, * | 
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A ſecond has taken a large onion 
from his fob, (not ſo much for pri- 
vacy there, as to make believe he 
had a watch) and rubbing it on a 
hard biſcuit, eat it with great glee, 
ſwearing all the time he was a gen- 
tleman, and a genius, and the devil 
take all mechanics and tradeſmen. 
This was the company I kept to 
get maſter of my pleaſure ; but pri- 
vately, my ſcheme was to win ſome 
lady's heart this way, tho' I failed in 
the dancing plan. 

Well, after three or four years 
infinite pains and expence, to touch 
the ears of my fair auditors, I boldly 
attacked one, who had, in private 
and public, admired my ſolos and 
ſonatas : but I was again miſtaken; 
for ſhe turned a deaf ear; and gave 
it out that I was a convenient 7 0 
becauſe on a pinch, if there was a 
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proper company, I could fiddle a 
country-dance well enough. 

Thus went away many years of 
my youth; I am aſhamed to ſay 
how many : theſe rebuffs, joined to 
ſome others I need not mention, 
made me determine to quit pleaſure. 
But though I deſerted the ſoft ſports, 
I undertook others, which, tho” 
maſculine, and among men, were 
not leſs ridiculous. I am aſhamed 
almoſt to tell you ; and yet I muſt, 
fince I am on the plan of imparting 
the very inmoſt ſecrets of my 
heart. 

You muſt know, having a turn 
for harmony ſtill, I made myſelf 
a member of a ringing-club ; and 
not having always churches at our 
ſervice, and complaints being often 
made that we diſturbed the pariſh 
and neighbourhood, we uſed to ring 
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, 1 

hand- bells in private rooms of pub- 
lic-houſes. 

Tired of this, we then were great 
watermen, and every man had his 
proper dreſs: To be ſure our plea- 
ſure was not ſmall, when we paſſed 
London, and touched at ſome 
Thames-ſide tavern, where every- 
body came to the window to ſurvey 
us: The praiſes of paſſengers who 
went along-fide of us, and flattery 
of watermen in general, made us as 
happy for a while, and intoxicated 
us as much, as love does a green- 
ſickneſs virgin, or honours do ſuch 
weak minds as his grace of ***?, or 
the filly counteſs of *. 

Will you believe me, that I had 
not done with folly yet, for I grew 
a great fancier of flowers, and fre- 
quented all the floriſts clubs within 
ten miles of London ; I have been 
ſteward of one of their annual feaſts, 

and 
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and have been dreſſed up with roſes 
like a beaſt for a Roman ſacrifice. 
This laſted at leaſt a year; and 
meeting a flight, as in the dancing 
and fiddling ſcheme, I changed my 
amuſement, and, for the laſt folly, 
turned a ſhell and butterfly fancier, 
I excelled ſo greatly in this, that I 
was admitted a fellow of that royal 
building there, not far from the 
Temple; and to merit their future 
favours, have followed a fly through 
three counties, every night encamp- 
ing as the inſect reſted, and purſu- 
ing him next day with the eagerneſs 
of a Spaniſh lover. 

Thus ends the hiſtory of a vain, 
idle, and filly ſtudent of the law, as 
was intended by ſtern parents. I 
will dwell no longer on the ſubject, 
but proceed to buſineſs as faſt as you 
pleaſe, having been as idle, I fear, 
in my relation of theſe follies, as I 

was 
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was in the very committing of 
them. 

And now have I not proved, my 
venerable Chiron, and kind pre- 
ceptor, that a recollection of paſt 
pleaſures gives pain? I could as eaſily 
provetoo what I advanced before, that 
the remembrance of paſt pain gives 
me pleafure; for I have endured 
much of that alſo, thanks to the 
fair alſo, or rather, foul ladies, I 
often danced with at city halls, 
ſwan-hopping feaſts, and ſheriffs 
banquets : You will oblige me in 
gueſſing the reſt; and hope, like 
Dido, you will not make me 
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E agreed, my dear Achilles, 

| \ over our evening bottle, that 

the middle ſtate of life was certainly 

the moſt eligible. Nay, we carried 

it ſo far, as to laugh very heartily 

at the known ſaying of the country- 

fellow, who wiſhed to be above a 

conſtable, and yet not exalted 

enough to be a juſtice of peace — a 
poſt in his eye of moſt dignified - 
A rank and honour, 1 
| That the plain neceſlaries of life 
are not our purſuit, is pretty evi- | 
dent; they lie in a ſmall compals, 
are eaſily obtained, and eaſily main- 1 
tained; but either the unlucky paſ- ; 
ſions of love, or ambition, ſtep in, 
imbitter the cup at once, and, tho? 
L the common ſtage, or machine, 
hoy- boat, or ſculler, will anſwer 
the very ſame ends of giving us 
country- 


136 THE MENTAL 


country-air, exerciſe, and refreſh- 
ment, yet becauſe we have not a 
coach of our own, forſooth, we for- 
bid ourſelves theſe pleaſures! and 
ſo die, as Macbeth ſays on another 
occaſion, with Harneſs on cur back, 
Can we believe it poſſible almoſt, 
that ſuch crouds as we ſee below us 
there, ſhould ſeclude themſelves, 
even in age, from air and ſunſhine, 
green fields, and fine rural objects, 
for the ſake of an additional hnn- 
dred or a thouſand pounds more ? 
Nay, I am credibly informed, that 
there are many in this vaſt metro- 
polis, who, if it were not for the 
ſhrubs and plants brought to Co- 
vent-garden, would ſcarce know, * 
or have any idea, of a green tree; 
and are at a loſs to know how corn 
appears in the ſhape of a loaf of 
bread : Theſe are the people, no 

doubt, 
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doubt, which Mr. Pope aims at in 
the following diſtich ; 


Where in the ſilent growth of Cent, 
per Cent. 


In dirt and darkneſs thouſands ſtink 


Content, 


So much for poetry and rhapſody, 
my Achilles! and yet believe me, 
J love thoſe kind of lectures which 
ariſe naturally in the courſe of con- 
verſation, and ever was an enemy, 
as I have often told you, to thoſe 
dogmatical inſtructions we receive 
from neceſſitous and hardened tu- 
tors in the firſt part, who are con- 
ſulting their pocket and ſelf-vanity, 
more than the honour or advantage 
of the pupil. But as I ſaid, let us 
loſe no time; I have but a few days 
more in town, which I have entirely 
allotted for your inſtruction and 

amuſe- 
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amuſement; after which, I ſhall 
retire for ever, and wait the ſale of 
my invention in abſence : if it an- 
ſwers, ſo much the better for the 
unfortunate public; if it fails, I 
have done my duty, have ſhewed 
myſelf a Chriſtian and a man, and 
would have done more, had it been 
allotted me ſo to do by the Good 
Providence: In ſhort, among friends, 
I am fick of a city, where there is 
not a vice which riches will not dig- 
nify, or a virtue, which poverty 
will not diſgrace. 

Well! what think you of that 
man, liſtening to the opinions of a 
circle of people, who ſeem to be 
fair tradeſmen, but are only tradeſ- 
men ; for they are all entering into 
an agreement never to ſhew mercy, 
but deal as hardly with the world 
as pawn-brokers ; they give no rea- 
{on for this, nor do they plead that 

they 
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they have been cheated by ſharpers, 
Iriſh half-pay officers, or young la- 
dies of great ſouls but ſmall fortune, 
who had rather pilfer than be in- 
duſtrious ; as witneſs that very lady 
now, hawled away from the great 
ſtreet. below, to a juſtice of peace, 
on the ſame occaſion. But in ge- 
neral that modeſty never gives the 
path to riches; for that to be 


wealthy, it is neceſſary to have no 


feeling, no affinity, but arreſt your 
grandmother in an hard froſt, and 
ſeize the bed under her, rather than 


loſe a farthing by her. 


But we will change, if you will, 
to ſomething more ſprightly. That 
black fellow there, is a printer's de- 
vil, as they call thoſe ſort of gentry, 
and has thrown himſelf out of good 
bread, becauſe the puppy will affect 
to be of a party: what, ſhould ſuch 
fellows as he meddle with party ! 

The 
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The laſt maſter he ſerved printed 
the play-bills; and having one day 
changed his hands, for want of the 
attendance of ſome, or one, among 
the negro crowd, he, by accident, 
put this fellow to ſet the play-bill 
for the day; but G. R. being at the 
top of it, in the natural courſe of 
the work, he declined it, and ſaid, 
that he was an honeſt Jacobite, and 
prided himſelf on it; and that he 
would ſtarve, nay, die by inches, 
rather than alter his opinion; which 
he muſt do, did he ever give it un- 
der his hand, or handy-work, that 
his was not the right heir, and ſo 
forth. 

The fellow, you ſee, is fairly 
emaciated, and can't get the leaſt 
employ. Who pities him? Can 
any man in his ſenſes, who feels the 
bleſſings derived to us by the pre- 
ſent happy cſtabliſhment, wiſh an 
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alteration? And that ſuch petty, 
inſignificant blockheads, ſhould 
have the aſſurance to be ſingular! 
Believe me, ſingularity of conduct 
is very dangerous, even in thoſe of 
ſuperior rank; nor did I ever know 
any one of an inferior ſtation get by 
it, except an honeſt fiſhmonger, 
who, always on public fait days, 
kept his ſhop wide open ; and being 
often, no doubt, interrogated by 
paſſers-by, why he did fo, gave the 
ſame droll anſwer to every one, 
namely, that the King directed it to 
all his loving ſubjects throughout 
England, Sc. and faith, ſays he, 
I am not one of them. 

It was the ſame man, who, hay- 
ing ſold ſome fiſh to his neighbours, 
pretended to be great ꝙcono- 
miſts, which were not of the beſt 
flavour; and being aſked why he 
did ſo, told them, that it was their 
OWN 
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own faults, for that the fiſh had 
been offered them a week ago, and 
they would not have them becauſe 
the price was high; and now the 
price was abated to their wiſh, on 
the very ſame commodity, yet they 
were not ſatisfied. 

Come, quick | what do you think 
of that man in very rich cloaths, 
who has juſt ſtept out of a ſedan, 
and is cheapening fiſh, fleſh, and 
fowl at a tavern larder; the deareſt 
market in the world, aſſuredly; and 
yet he not only does this to-day, but 
has practiſed it, and ſtill will practiſe 
it, as long as —— But in ſhort, I 
am going to lead you in opinion, 
whereas I would have you gueſs. 

Why, then, ſays Achilles, I ima» 
gine that he has a very great friend- 
ſhip for the maſter of that tavern, 
and does not grudge paying fifty 
per Cent. extraordinary, to aſſiſt, 

pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, and gratify, a worthy and 


induſtrious man. 


Ha, ha, ha! Well, but you will 
think his kindneſs ſtill greater, will 
you not ? when you know that he 
does not dine in the houſe, but has 
the dinner ſent hot, in ſuperb pa- 
rade, and bold proceſſion, above a 
quarter of a mile; in which time, 


every thing is ſpoilt, but the paſtry, 


which is cold. 


No doubt, ſays Achilles, 


this 


proves his friendſhip ſtill higher! for 


I think a man would rather eat a 


beef-ſteak or mutton-chop, 


from 


his own fire, in comfort, than ſuch 


a luke-warm meal as this; 


unleſs, 


as I ſaid before, (which muſt be the 
cafe) he had great friendſhip for the 


maſter of the tavern. 


Well, without taking up the 


glaſs, unleſs to catch me in 


a lye, 


i1 deſerve it, I do declare to you, 
that 
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that the fine gentleman, as he ap- 
pears, is ſo great an epicure, and 
underſtands the taſte of eating ſo 
well, that he would himſelf much 
rather eat what you ſay, nay, even 
a ſprat or red-herring, but that he 
has not a ſingle ſhilling to go to 
market with. 

Thus you ſee, my Achilles, (nay, 
if you doubt me, take the glaſs) 
thus you ſee, that where there is no 
principle, large debts may be con- 
tracted in this vaſt city and metro- 
polis, where, in imitation of their 
betters, they are governed by ſhew, 
outſide, and ſplendor. Had I, or 
you, my Achilles, in the plain ha- 
bit we now appear in, called there, 
and ordered half what he has done 
this very day, he would have ca- 
techiſed our meſſenger pretty cloſely 


before he would have ſent even the 


preamble of our dinner, the table- 
cloth 
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cloth and utenſils: but the fooliſh 
fellow thought it an honour to have 
a laced coat in his entry and a ſedan 
I at his door; and he has paid for it. 
But pray let us wait a few mi- 
nutes, and you will ſee the ſolem- 
nity of the parade and proceſſion, for 
ſuch it is ; and like play-houſe pro- 
ceſſions, the ſame people paſs twice 


Vor, II. 
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or thrice over to make up the fi- 
gure: there, count them; one, 
two, three, four — why, there are 
ſeven men, beſides boys with ſauce- 
boats in the firſt battalion ! How the 
genius muſt ſmile, when out of his 
window he firſt perceives all this 
train leading to his pavilion ; and all 
the time knows that he never will 
be able, nor ever intends to pay for 
it: Obſerve, he has but one ſhil- 
ing, and he gives it to the cook for 
laving dreſt the dinner ſo well: the 
fellow, no doubt, calls him his ho- 


nour; 
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nour; by which, you ſee, how 


cheap titles are, if people will ac- | 


cept of them from the vulgar. 


Every parſon, beneficed or unbe. 


neficed, is, for a ſhilling, or even 
leſs, a doctor of divinity ; every 


ſcarlet-coated enſign is your honour, | 


at leaſt; every baronet, my lord; 
and every little petty tradeſman, 


who can take a country cottage, tho 
but for one ſummer, Eſquire, What | 
ſhall we ſay to all this? But let us 


a few moments longer watch this 
gentleman, and ſee how he ſtand; 
an innuendo to-day, which to you, 
or me, would be a thunder-clap, 
The vintner, you ſee, whiſpers 
him, as though he wanted a little 
caſh upon account; but the genius 
evades it; for at one flap, he or 
ders an awn of rheniſh, and an hog- 
ſhead of claret: The man bows, 


the gentleman ſmiles within, and 
{0 


ho | 
hat 
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ſo affairs will go on till the latter 
thinks it neceſſary to decamp, and 
ſwell the number of chearful pri- 
ſoners in that little iſland between 


Great-Britain and Hibernia: 
ſee it there. 

But, quick, quick, e' er the cur- 
tain of that ſtudy, or cloſet, drops; 
tell me, my Chiron, who that man 
is? he has been altering figures all 
this morning, and not regularly 
writing like others: pray tell me 
who he is, and what are his 
ſchemes? | 

Why, indeed, they are not par- 
ticular, but too generally practiſed, 
fear, in this extended and peopled 
metropolis: He is a man of taſte, 
though a tradeſman; and after ſhop 
is ſhut, is very angry to be thought 
any thing but a buck; aye, and of 
the firſt head too! Laſt night he 
loſt fifty pounds at cards, and he is 

H 2 now 


you 
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now over-looking his debt book, to ſee 
where he may tack on as many in- 
dividual trifles as ſhall make up the 
whole : There, you ſee, he is turn- 
ing all his figures of 7 into , and 
putting a © to every 1; by which 
means, in very large affairs, he 
brings himſelf home, as they call it. 
The anceſtors of this man were 
prudent, pious, ſober, induſtrious, 
and what not; had no luxury at | 
home, nor exerciſed gaiety abroad: 
they came exactly within the very 
deſcription of Mr. Pope's Sir Balaam, 
who lived ſo regular, that one day 
appeared like another; except 
when | 


An added pudding ſolemnix d the 
lords. 


Trade then flouriſhed, and tradeſ- 
men were content with quick buſi- 
neſs 
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neſs and moderate gains: but now 
all integrity is over. Look through 
the dining-room windows of that 
long ſtreet under us there, and fee 
what expence of china, plate, paint- 
ings, buſts, furniture, &@c. How 
can this be ſupported ? Not by plain 
dealing, I aſſure you. All ſhame, 
as I ſaid before, has left them ; and 
the word bankrupt is as ſoft a name 
for misfortune, as intrigue is for 
whoring and debauchery beyond 
Temple-bar. 

But the worſt of all is, that they 
make a nation ſuffer; for our ene- 
mies, as has often been our mutual 
obſervation, outſtrip us, outwit us, 
and over- ſtock every market in Eu- 
rope at a cheaper and better rate, 
Thus, from private bankruptcies, 
the whole kingdom will be bank- 
rupts, while our oppoſite neigh- 
bours, and inveterate enemies, riſe 
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and grow great on our deſtruction, 
It muſt bea ſubje for many private 
evenings, when I enter minutely 
into our errors in trade for theſe laſt 
twenty years: but believe me, we 
have been a conſtant bubble in pri- 
vate and public affairs! I am fo 
deeply intereſted in the welfare of 
my country, that I can't refrain 
telling you what we have been, and 
{till might be, by mentioning only 
what diſtant nations now are. I 
hall little more than give you heads 
of what I propoſe, hereafter, to be 
more explicit in: but it will ſhew 
my inclination (as Hamlet ſays) 


Beggar that I am — 


I have been told, and believe it, 
from the probity and veracity of the 
relater, that in the eaſtern countries, 
(commonly ſtigmatized with the 

names 
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names of barbarians and infidels) 
that in traffic, their honour, juſ- 
tice, and integrity, are amazing. 
As near as I can, I will relate it to 
you as we deſcend ; for I am not 
in health to-day, and will reſerve 
our future obſervations till another 
time: pray check me freely if you 
think I deceive you. 

The goods they bring, or ſend 
to market, have all the ſterling 
mark on them, ſo as never to be 
diſtruſted : their fairs are held in an 
open plain, diſtant from which are 
the ſeveral tents filled with merchan- 
dize of the different countries, quite 
like a camp, with their horſes, 
equipages, ſuttling-houſes, diverſions, 
and ſo forth. 

Well, the goods are all carried 
to a certain line, drawn for that 
purpoſe, and there left in the night- 
time, with not a word ſpoke, but 
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the prices fixed on them in writing, 
The next day the buyers come, un- 
ſeen by the ſellers, and writing un- 
der the firſt agreed price what they 
deſire to be abated, retire again; and 
ſtill without exchanging a fingle 


word, even tho' they ſhould 'by 
chance lee each other. 


There are fixed hours for the 
buyer and ſeller to appear, that 
they may not meet; perhaps by the 
ringing of a bell, or ſtroke of a 
ciock, beat of drum, or ſound of 
trumpet, no matter which; they 
underitand the ſignal, and meet ac- 
cordingly. 

The buyer and ſeller are now 
alternately employed in altering their 
prices, till at laſt, perhaps, the 
ſum is agreed on; but if it is not in 
ſo many days, all the goods are 
taken away till the next fair, which, 
perhaps is months afterwards: 

Knowing 
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Knowing this to be the caſe, you 
may imagine how eager they are to 
put a finiſhing ſtroke to the affair in 
hand ; and as there can be no fraud 
in weight or meaſure, all is done in 
an inſtant of time, 

Now judge, my Achilles, how 
we muſt appear in the eyes of that 
part of the world, when our marks 
have been diſhonoured, and often 
falſified, to puſh trade, as it is 
called ! That a country, who once 
were the very pink and mirror of 
integrity through the known world, 
ſhould now have a ſully thrown on 
the whole body, for the villainous 
behaviour, trick, fineſſe, and chi- 
canery of a raſcally few ! This is 
our ſituation in trade now, I am 
told ; and therefore, no wonder if 
our conſtant enemies there take ad- 
vantage of this, increaſe the ſcandal, 
promote our ill fame, and thus 
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artfully over-ſtock every market in 
Europe. 

But I ſee it affects you! You are 
one of the few honeſt Engliſhmen, 
according to the original ſyſtem, 
But all that tribe of commonly— 
called tradeſmen, along that capital 
{treet there, have ſo increaſed their 
expences, by gay wives, country 
houſes, equipages, and the like, 
that they are not content with 
the moderate profits of their 
honeſt anceſtors, but cheat as often 
as they can within the laſh of the 
law ; and then, when you wonder 
at their exorbitant demands, they 
cry, why, indeed Sir, as 1 re, I 
can't ſell it for leſs, No, indeed, 
not as they live; for they have the 
impudence to live like a young no- 
bleman under age, whoſe extrave- 
gance 1s promoted by their own 
ſtewards, that are to be, in order to 
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get the eſtate to themſelves in the 
end. 


E. 


O ULD you have believed, my 
dear Achilles, that the world, 
particularly the trading part of it, 
are as they ſeem? I own to you, 
moſt ingenuouſly, that the latter are 
ſo much changed, that I almoſt 
hate to walk the ſtreets : for if an 
hat is cocked up more fierce than 
ordinary, now-a-days, it is not an 
officer, it is not an independent 
eſquire, or country gentleman, but 
moſt likely a bankrupt or a tradeſ- 
man. | 
Come; now to buſineſs. Tell 
me the real and unfeigned heart of 


that ſeeming gentleman in blue. 


there, well dawbed with lace : You 


would take him at firſt ſight for a 


lieutenant of a man of war, captain 
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of marines, perhaps, or one who 
has a conſiderable place in ſome of 
the public offices! but I fancy the 
glaſs will diſcover other truths. Shall. . 
I tell you; or will you truſt to the 
glaſs ? 

Indeed, ſays Achilles, I have 
ever found you ſo exact in deicrip- 
tions, and with the addition of your 
own converſation too, and remarks 
thereon, that I had rather, or full 
as lief, keep your invention for my 
private ſelf, when alone, and truſt 
to your opinion, when preſent: 
Pray explain to me the myſterious 
character in view ; for I ſuſpect 
him ſtrongly to be as different from 
what he ſeems, as any one we have 
ſurveyed for many months. Pray 
inform me. 

He is then, you muſt know, a 
gentleman, without land, profeſ- 
ton, income, penſion, or place; 

and 
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and yet lives well: He looks on all 
tradeſmen as mechanical, but does, 
in private, the moſt ſervile things 


„ imaginable ! he will black his own 


ſhoes, powder his wig, and mend 
his own cloaths, after having firſt 
bruſhed them better than any menial 
ſervant in London, 

About this hour of the day he 
deſcends from his garret; and no 
body aſks, or even ſuſpects, where 
he ſlept the night before! he talks 
much of burgundy, champagne, 
cards, new plays, new faſhions, 
and 1s, in ſhort, a moſt buſy man in 
all the pleaſures of this great metro- 
polis. He is the firſt man to damn 
a play ; heads all ſubſcriptions, and, 
as his name 1s a good one, 1s never 
ſorry, when, by miſtake, they call 
him honourable, or right honour- 


able, in any liſt of ſubſcribers, at a 
huorſe- 
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horſe-race, public aſſembly, con- 
cert, or cock- fighting. 

This ſeeming gentleman is very 
early at coffee-houſes, and there 
paſſes for a great politician : but his 
buſineſs 1s to gather paragraphs for 
to-morrow's news- paper, (in which 

office he ſhines) or watch the ad- 
vertiſements, to ſee if they hit his 
wants or fears: and now I ſee that 
you ſmoke me, as they call it. In 
ſhort then, I mult tell you, that 
though he 1s ſeen at every opera, 
polite aſſembly, route, card-play- 
ing, dancing-bout, and the. like, 
frequently giving his hand to ladies 
of the firſt faſhion, as they approach 
their chairs and coaches; yet, after 
evening ſhuts in, he is never to be 
found but in moonſhine-nights ; and 
in the very worlt of times, always 
keeps a ſtable of moſt excellent 
hunters. 
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No place but ſuch a large and 


peopled metropolis, could cover 
or conceal a man of this kind! He 
has chambers in the Temple, for 
ſafety, as well as eminence; for he 
publickly calls himſelf a Templer, 
as if he was a ſtudent there! but 
privately, his neighbours and ac- 
acquaintance call him night-tem= 
pler, leaving the letter K out, when 
they ſpeak it, or write his fituation, 
on the direction of any letter which 
falls into their hands, by ſome mi- 
ſtake. 

What a world we live in! He is 
not aſhamed to go to court on birth- 
days, or birth-nights, and never 
fails the front box at a new play : 
If the houſe laughs at him, he laughs 
ſtill louder, and never knew the 
leaſt uneaſineſs but once; when he 
ſaw himſelf advertiſed, with ſuch 
particular tokens and deſcriptions, 


that 
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that even ſtrangers gave him the full 
ftare; inſomuch, that he bluſhed 
for once, and never came to that 
coftee-houſe any more. 

But let us change the ſubject! 
he would have been hanged, but 
that a privateer was going out, and 
he was appointed captain of marines 
on board her; and having had the 
impudence to make up regimentals 
like the officers in the guards, till 
maintains his aſſurance, by paſ- 
ſing for ſuch in all ſtrange com- 
pany, where the fooliſh fellow 
thinks he is not known. 

You ſee the fatal conſequence of 
a town life, my Achilles! he was 
bred well, well educated, and could 
he have wedded himfelf to the 
peſtel and mortar, might now have 
been a very conſiderable practitioner ; 
but that was all mechanical ! Lon- 
don was the place for men of ge- 

nius 
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nius in every branch! he was a 
connoiſſeur in pictures, prints, bron- 
zes, medals, medallions, caſts, ca- 
meas, intaglias, and what not ! he 
was at auctions a leading man; at 
balls, the firſt, and moſt capital 
dancer at tea-tables, the moſt exact 
attendant; at aſſemblies, the po- 
liteſt companion; at hunting matches, 
the boldeſt and moſt intrepid rider; 
and, at horſe-races, and cock- 
matches, the moſt daring better. 
This he called taſte and genius! a 
country life was being buried alive : 
he ſcornedit! and a few years hence 
he will ſtill ſhew his genius, by 
getting out of priſon, but will be ap- 
prehended and hanged without cere- 
mony of the proper officer, or the 
leaſt pity of his friends. 

I have rather dwelt too long on ſo 
inſignificant a character; but, as 
there are ſo many in this metropolis 


of 
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of the ſame ſtamp, thought it ne- 
ceſſary, that you might believe, and 
truly credit the old ſaying, That no 
man knows, in London, how his 
neighbour lives! A ſaying, no more 
frequent than true; for I bclieve, 
no city can afford ſuch inſtances of 
parſimony and luxury, honeſty and 
villainy, truth and falſhood, plenty 
and want, induſtry and idlencſs, as 
this vaſt unlimited metropolis. 

To tell you the truth, I often 
amuſe myſelf (being pretty ſpecu- 
lative) in tracing mankind home to 
their darkeſt and moſt ſecret receſſcs: 
I am not governed by the figure 
they make at coffee-houſcs, taverns, 
aſſemblies, play-houſes, Vauxhall, 
Ranelagh, Marybone, or the like; 
for I, by my glaſs, and indeed now 
by my obſervation, and proper com- 
pariſon; ind them to be coiners, 
alers, ſweaters of money, forgers 

of 
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of ſeamens wills, pimps, bullies, 
ſpies, perjurers, and what you will 
that is black and infamous. Theſe 
are the crowd who make up the 
great and buſy world; and yet, if 
an afhdavit ſhould be neceſſary in 
any court of juſtice, for want of 
fixing their real occupation, they 
are all ſtiled gentlemen, if not 
eſquires: titles as plenty, and with 
as little title to them, as half the 
counts in France, or princes in Ger- 
many. 

Well, ſo much for him: You 
will by practice, my Achilles, know 
them at firſt fight, and really too; 
as well as a painter knows an ori- 
ginal from a copy, or a woollen- 
draper a good, from a bad commo- 
dity. Come now, without the 
zlaſs, or the leaſt hint from me, to 
ad you in the purſuit, what think 


you of that well-dreſt man, I ſhould 
lay, 
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ſay, gentleman, who is ſo humbly 
and familiarly converſing with the 
old grey-bearded beggar there. 

Why, truly, ſays Achilles, I take 
him for a moſt humane and worthy 
man ; who, though bleſt with af- 
fluence, is not above talking with 
his inferior, and who, though dreſt 
like a king, can fall even with dig- 
nity, as Mr. Pope calls it, to talk 
with a beggar. 

Ha, ha, ha; what a miſtake ! 
why 1 ſee you are never to be truſted 


without leading - ſtrings. Come, 


never mind the glafs, for I will tell 
you in a few words, that the well- 
dreſt gentleman is only a beggarly 
painter, who left his maſter before 
his time was out, and, having in 
vain tried to get a livelihood by por- 
traits of fine ladies, and their very 
fine attendants, now finds it more 


advantageous to take the features of 
ſuch 


ere 
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ſuch a withered beggar there; and 
by putting them in an auction, they 
paſs for Rembrant's, and painters of 
the firſt magnitude. 

I have known this very fellow 
live a month in an alms-houſe to 
copy old women ; aye, and to more 
advantage too than taking the viſages 
of the moſt celebrated beauties in 
this town, modeſt, or otherwiſe. 
He knows already, young as he is, 
what a whimſical mad world it is 
and he humours them accordingly. 
Do you know that he keeps a coach, 
and has had the aſſurance to put 
under his coat of arms, Si populys 
vult decipi, decipiatur ? And fo far 
from reſenting this, the young bucks 
ſpeak of it with praiſe, and call him 
a jolly hearty fellow. 

You ſee by this fingle circum- 
ſtance, how little modeſty has any 
chance of thriving in this world: 


and 
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and indeed I ever knew it to ſtarye, 
as well in trade, as the three great 
profeſſions, as they are called, 
No, no; tis the land of impudence 
and aſſurance ! and yet, fo, pleaſing 
is the name of modeſty and baſhful- 
neſs, that the very profeſſors of the 
contrary, to make themſelves ami- 
able, call their neighbours brazen, 
bronze, and what not! and wonder 
any man of virtue or merit will keep 
them company. 

Come; now to try you again; 
for I cannot always be with you, and 
I really think it almoſt time that you 
ſhould both ſtand and go alone in 
theſe things, what ſay you to the 
clergyman there, who looks as black 
as a German ſhoe-ball, and is ſteer- 
ing towards the ſteps of the pa- 
lace ? | 

No doubt, ſays Achilles, he is 


bending his courſe to court, that 
| he 
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he may partake of the religious du- 
ties there, in the higheſt and moſt 
elevated way, by all the great offi- 
cers of the crown attending: I have 
known many ſuch, who have their 
devotion raiſed higher by the pre- 
ſence even of a B—p, much more 
a K—g in perſon. But pray tell me 
his errand and his buſineſs, for by 
your aſking the queſtion, I greatly 
ſuſpect that he is no more what he 
ſeems, than half the clergy, dig- 
nified and undignified, in this vaſt 
metropolis. 

His errand then, ſays Chiron, is 
to whiſper ſome malice there againſt 
a reverend divine, for no other rea- 
ſon, than becauſe the latter has the 
credit and character of being ten 
times as ingenious as he ought to 
be ! Religion and wit, cries the old 
reverend doctor, are incompatible ; 

it 
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it is impoſſible he can be a Chriſtian 
and write poetry. 

However, as this is not quite ſuf- 
ficient to ſtop his preferment, the 
divine villain invents ſeveral ſtories 
of him that more immediately affect 
his character! See with what joy 
and elevation of heart he returns 
down ſtairs again, having ſhot all 
his arrows, and lodged ſeveral, fo 
as never to be extracted ; or, if ex- 
tracted, ſo deep that the wound will 
never heal again. 

The two parties meet there, you 
ſee, under the colonade—Pray let 
this be a token to you for ever of 
courtly inſincerity; for you know 
what a villain one of them is; and 
yet you ſee how cordially he em- 
braces him, enquires after his health, 
and even weeps when he hears that 
his friend has been diſappointed. 

There 
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There is, my dear Achilles, a 
ſympathy, and an antipathy, in life, 
that can hardly be accounted for ! 
people at firſt fight are often friends, 
and as often enemies ! without the 
leaſt provocation they will revenge, 
and without the leaſt deſire reward, 
many ! What can one fay to this? 
Nay, more; all the intercefſion, 
recommendation, and management, 
can't bring ſome people together, 
when others ſhall unite like glo- 
bules of quickſilver, ſo as to be one 
and the ſame in an inſtant, I will 
open my mind to you in private on 
this head; for ſome idle ſpectators, 
I ſee, are in the gallery ; they come, 
as we have done often in our youth, 
to ſee ſpires of churches, and the 
hurry and tumult of a metropolis, 
without knowing or gueſſing why: 
hereafter, much vexation, trea- 
chery, and diſappointment, may 

Vo. II. I render 
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render them as we are, Knowing ones, 
my Achilles! for there muſt be 
ſome quantity of experience, even 
though the glaſs may explain things, 
before you will be a thorough be- 
liever. I was an infidel in theſe 
matters at fr!t; but now, believe 
me, I look on man no longer as a 
myſtery or labyrinth : there is one 
clue which will always unravel 
them; aye, lead to their inmoſt, 
and even ſecret receſſes, I mean, 
intereſt ; for let people be of what 
nation they will, talk what lan- 
guage they pleaſe, or wear what 
habits they are uſed to, according 
the country they were born in; 
nay, let them be of what perſuaſion 
or religion they will, in one thing 
they all unite; which is, intereſt ! 
More of this in our evening aſſocia- 
tion, for we are interrupted ; let us 
depart, 


CH AP, 


CHAP. XII. 


V diſcourſe to you, is rather 

a ſummary, than an exact 
hiſtory of the perſonages and cha- 
raters we obſerve, my Achilles ! 
Our time 1s too ſhort; nay, our 
whole life is ſcarce ſufficient, to un- 
ravel the ſmalleſt and moſt infigni- 
ficant of thoſe people under us: 
Mr. Pope confirms this opinion in 


a much happier way than I can 


pretend. 
Expatiate free o'er all this ſcene of 
7 | man, 
A mighty maze—but not without a 
n plan, 


They are, indeed, a maze ! Scarce 

a creature, male or female, is re- 
8 ally what he appears. Would you 
believe, my Achilles, that the va- 
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liant officer there, walking in the 
Green Park, who has the rank of 
General, nay, even has his picture 
drawn, and metzotintos taken from 
it, with cannon, ſtandards, kettle- 
drums, and, what Shakeſpear fo 
very aptly calls the pomp and circum- 
flance of war, ſhould dread being 
employed in battle, and perpetually 
is pleading nervous diſorders, as an 
excuſe for neglect, or non-atten- 
dance on his duty: but ſo it is! He 
he is bearded like a pard, as the ſame 
poet ſays in another play, but has 
an heart more timid than a board- 
ing-ſchool girl. 

There goes an admiral! you may 
know him to be of that rank by the 
lace on his uniform: Why, he is a 
very counterpart of the other : Were 
you to ſee his cabin, 'tis gilt and 
painted like a child's trumpet : he 
has an enamelled clock there too : 

his 
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his toilet ſet out with perfumes and 
almond powders, ſcented waters, 
and violet waſh-balls : he has even 
ſome capital paintings hanging up 
there too, in moſt coſtly frames ; his 
ſide-board groans under the weight 
of ſilver plate, and glitters, like a 
tragedy king, with brilliant drink- 
ing-glaſſes edged with gold, the 
better to give a zeſt to the wine he 
drinks. 

Though an Engliſhman, he has 
not a bit of Engliſh ware in his 
houſe ; his cloaths are filk or vel- 
vet ; his deſerts are all on china; 
and he orders his morning-gun 
to be only half charged, leſt it 
ſhould make his head ach. Can 
we wonder then if ſuch men mit- 
carry ? Send them to attack a fort 
briſkly, and at once there is ſhoal 
water near it, or, u 1s 00 
ſtrongly defended, the cannon have 
1 too 
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too great a weight of metal, or, in 
ſhort, any thing to get away from 
danger and broken bones. 

Yet this ſame man has the im- 
pudence to have fire-arms before 
him when he rides: at his country- 
houſe there is a room like a pannel 
in the Tower of London ; drums, 
Pikes, ſtandards, piſtols, bayonets, 
carabines, and the Lord knows 
what! the country-fellows think 
him brave; and ſo he thinks him- 
ſelf; but I know he will ſoon be 
employed, that the common enemy 
will inſult him, and the flag he 
carries, in a moſt conſpicuous and 
audacious manner, and he will be 
the reverſe of the motto to the or- 
der of the thiſtle; which, though 
it has been burleſqued by ſome ill- 


natured wit, is a very noble ſaying 


too; you know it, and ſo does 


every 
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every ſchool-boy, therefore ſhall 
not repeat it. 

He will be called to an account 
for all this at his return home ; but 
you will ſee, that it will vaniſh all 
in ſmoke again immediately : He 
already privately knows, that let 
him do what he will, indemnifica- 
tion 1s the word; and he is too well 
allied to fear any animadverſions, 
higher than thoſe of coffee-houſe 
politicians, and the impertinent 
French refugees at the two Slaugh- 
ters. | 

To tell you the truth, and you 
will live to ſee it verified, he is not 
only in p—— himſelf, but has 
three brothers there alſo: he has a 
b—gh or two on his eſtate, and 
talks louder than an Iriſh fortune- 
hunter, where he thinks, like the 
latter, he is not ſuſpected ! all his 
activity conſiſts, and ever will con- 

I 4 faſt 
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fiſt, in taking defenceleſs prizes, 
who can neither ſtay nor run away : 
and he is more proud to ſee his 
name in a news-paper, or govern- 
ment Gazette, for bringing home 
ſuch a French Indiaman, as was 
taken from us the other day, than 
ten men of war from the common 
enemy. 

Talk to him of glory, and ho- 
nour, and rank, and the figure a 
good commander makes in a naval 
hiſtory, and he laughs; or, as 
Shakeſpear ſays on another occaſion, 
he is for an Indiaman, an acupulca, 
or galleon, or be ſleeps: Honour, 
ſays he! why, as my honeſt friend 
Jack Falſtaff cries, who has it? The 
man who died on Wedneſday ; does he 
ſee it or feel it? No. Why then, 
to conclude with that great wit, and 
very wiſe man, Honour is @ mere 
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eſcutcheon; and ſo ends the cate- 
chiſm. 


But pray, while we are thus on 


the plan of proving that not one 


man 1s as he ſeems, there goes a 
clergyman now; he has near 2000/. 
a year, a good figure, graceful ac- 
tion, clear voice, much learning, 
(more than any dignified prieſt in 
general inherits) and a very excel- 
lent manner of preaching ; but he 
hates it: and, though very often 
ſollicited to do it for charity, as title 
gives rank to thoſe ſermons, he 
complains too of want of ſpirits, a 
ſlow fever, dread of a return of his 
laſt ague, and the like. 

When unfortunate beggars peti- 
tion him for charity, he has no 
ſmall change, wiſhes them well, 
gives them a God bleſs, or God help 
ye; but not a doit, even of the 
baſeſt coin: He will paſs that qua- 
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drangular four-fronted hoſpital there, 
at the end of his walk, as he goes 
to and again, without giving a figh, 
or even putting up a prayer, for the 
unfortunate and miſerable patients, 
on their beds of pain, though it 
would coft him nothing. 

He loves a privy council, a court 
of delegates, or the houſe of Jords : 
There he will endure real fatigues 
and pain, with a degree of pleaſure; 
and often will pretend to ſay, (ſuch 
an hypocrite he is!) that he wiſhes 
the buſineſs of the kingdom did not 
interrupt his more divine offices ; 
but that in gratitude to his great 
maſter, he cannot neglect his duty 
there; and through love to his 
bleeding and dear country, he mult 
not forget the ſervice he owes to 
them; nay, will even have the aſ- 
furance to uſe Mr, Addifon's own 
words, 


0h, 


dog 


t] 
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Oh, Liberty! Oh, Virtue ! Oh, 
my Country! 


Come, let us change the ſcene 
a little; and pray only obſerve that 
gentleman in the tye-wig there: he 
has a very ſenatorial look, and is, by 
the bye, a m r of p t; nay, 
even a knight of the ſh—e too. 
Would you think, with all that 
ſeeming ſincerity, that he has this 
moment quitted the cloſet of a very 
very great man, and even promiſed 
his mite of aſſiſtance, I mean his 
ſingle v—e, to paſs a favourite bill, 


which, in the end, will ruin his 


poor country? 

That phyfician there! nay, you 
may caſily know him by his amber 
cane and ſnuff-box, is going to viſit 
the patients of that hoſpital gratis, 
as the world imagine; but believe 

I © me, 
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me, his heart is as hard as a pawn- 
broker's, and he has no views 1n it 
but to ſerve himſelf, when there is 
a vacancy there, which is very ſoon 
expected : See how tenderly he feels 
all the patients pulſes! and that 
whiſper he juſt gave to his compa- 
nion, was, though you could not 
hear it, How I humm the nurſes ? 

But he will be diſappointed when 
the election comes on; for in large 
bodies of men, there are knowing- 
ones, who will not be taken in by 
ſuch a ſtale bait : He had no prac- 
tice of his own, and, therefore, was 
glad to paſs ſome of his idle hours 
in a colour and pretence of buſineſs ! 
Every man would fain be thought 
of ſome little conſequence in life, 
let his ſtation or profeſſion be what 
it will. And well thought of! 
there is another inſtance before us, 
in point, as the ſage lawyers call it! 

and 
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and the very object, is a limb of that 
very profeſſion. 


He has been called to the bar 
near ten years; and, except to gape, 
or yawn, or laugh at the wit of his 
ſuperiors within the bar, has never 
opened his lips in court; yet you ſee 
what a hurry and buſtle he makes, 
as though he was within the bar, 
talks of ſeals and fittings, late hours, 
a vertigo in his head from multiplicity 
of buſineſs, and bows to every coach 
he ſees paſs him that has a coronet ; 
inſomuch, that he has often, and 
{till is, called quality Charles. 

. His bag there is ſtuffed with 
ſhavings for want of paper: he 
hangs about the court of requeſts, 
to make believe that he ſometimes 
is council there, at the bar of the 
houſe; and dates his letters to his 
couſins in Devonſhire, from he 
lobby of the houſe, that he may ap- 


pear, 


f 
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pear, in their narrow judgments, 
a man of extended fame and ac- 
quaintance. 

He is ſo puffed up with the dig- 
nity of his profeſſion, that he ſwears 
they have a right to weur the richeſt 
cloaths that can be bought; and 
therefore has more than one ſuit of 
plain and flowered velvet, (though 
he bought them of the valet de 
chambre of ſome departed noble- 
man lately) and boldly ſtruts in 
them to a drawing- room on birth- 
nights, particularly, where he is ſo 
well known and marked for having 


. pocketed bottles and ſweetmeats, 


that he now makes himſelf ſick with 
eating and drinking, becauſe he 
can't carry away any thing, and 
becauſe he loves to have his penny- 
worth for his penny, as the common 
faying is. 


3 Well, 
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Well, the ſtage of life ſeems ſo 
crowded to-day, that, like the laſt 
ſcene of a comedy or tragedy, the 
characters all appear at once: In- 
deed, the curtain will ſoon drop ! 
for I ſhall ſcarce pay above two vi- 
ſits more, if ſo many, to this ſpot ; 
but leave you the glaſs for your own 
uſe; and think I have been no very 
bad preceptor, in ſo ſhort a time, to 
explain what 1 have done: I want 
to retire. 

It is not only this naſty cough, 
and ſhort breathing, which makes 
me want to be in the country, but 
really J am ſick of the vices and 
follies of this ſcoundrel metropolis ; 
my ſheep, my cows, my water- 
falls! you fee how big I talk, my 
Achilles, for a man fcarce worth 
foot ſoldier's pay; but I call every 
thing I fee mine; and do not doubt 

but 
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but I enjoy theſe things more than 
the owners. 

I have by this kind of fanciful 
fee-ſimple, (as the lawyers call it) 
above an hundred very fine houſes 
and gardens in this kingdom; I 
have parks, fiſh-ponds, rivers, woods, 
and ſhrubberies every where ; what- 
ever alterations they make, I im- 
pudently, not only think, but ſay, 
that 1 make them; and they pleaſe, 
or diſpleaſe me, juſt as if they were 
my own. 

For every architect is not ſatisned 
even with his own performances ; 

| nay, the great Sir Chriſtopher 
Wren, I am told, when he has 
walked through the church- yard 
below, and ſurveyed this noble pile, 
(the work of his own head, if not 
his hands) has wiſhed he was to do 
it over again, for that he could have 
made a better deſign, 


It 
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If I am forbid any houſe, with 


its ornaments of parks and planta- 
tations, where I have once been in- 
timate, I immediately look on it as 
a place I have taken ſome ſecret 
diſlike to, and therefore do not 
chuſe to go there again, at leaſt for 
ſome time, and till my mind al- 
ters. 

This is nothing new ! There are 
many noblemen and gentlemen in 
this iſland, poſſeſſed of half a dozen 
capital manſions, and yet not above 
one is a favourite with them! And 
as to ladies taking a diſlike, there is 
no accounting for their change of 
palate: poſſeſſion, with them, moſt 
commonly alters every thing. I 
with I could explain myſelf more 
on this head; but Mr. Pope has 
done it for me much better: It is 
time to depart ; but firſt hear what 


he ſays on ſuchan occaſion. 
Ardelio 
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Ardelio, wedded to her am'rous 
| ſpark, 
$:ghs for the — c 
75 4 park. / 
A park is purchas.d-—but the fair 
He ſees 
All bath'd in tears. — OD odious, 


odious trees. 


Adieu, till to-morrow ; "tis per- 
haps the laſt day ; let us be early ; 
though I can't find fault with you : 
you are the oppoſite of moſt young 


men, and riſe early; tho' Brutus 
fays, that 


Young bloods look for a time of reſt, 


CHAP. XIII. 


HIRON this morning, on 
meeting his pupil at the bot- 

tom of the ſtairs, ſaid, ſomething 
has 
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has happened you may imagine, that 
I look ſo grave; and inſtead of lead- 
ing you the way up to our favourite 
proſpect- place, rather ſtand in the 
way and prevent you. My curtain 
is quite dropt, I afſure you: The 
glaſs is yours; and I doubt not, but 
with the few obſervations we have 
made together, that you will here- 
after judge right enough ; though, 
never exactly, till you can diveſt 
yourſelf of envy, on the one hand, 
and a love of flattery on the other. 

If I make any improvements in 
my retirement, you ſhall hear of 
me: my friends, in general, ſhall 
never know me but in my proſpe- 
rity; in my adverſity I will not 
trouble them. I aſked a very ſmall 
favour at their hands but laſt night, 
and was moſt ſhamefully refuſed ! 
the affair was this 


I 
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I often, as I have told you, in my 
hours of ſpeculation, viſit the gaols, 
and places of confinement, in this 
metropolis; I was ſo affected with 
the behaviour of a poor lad, who, by 
this time, has paid the debt of na- 
ture, but whoſe real character I had 
firſt made myſelf maſter of before I 
ſaw him, that I quitted all buſineſs, 
quiet, and pleaſure, laſt night, to 
ſollicit his reprieve, at the tall houſe 
there, near — you ſee it plain 
enough; for I am aſhamed to men- 
tion the place, as my blood chills to 
think there ſhould be ſuch an un- 


feeling, unchriſtian, unpitying man 


living, who has the power to do 
every thing great and-good, and yet 
never was caught in the fact of do- 
ing either. 

Well, I went accordingly, and 
after bearing all that inſult, which, as 
Hamlet ſays, 

Patient 


\ 
Y 
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Patient merit of the unworthy takes, 


1 was, as a great proof of his 
greatneſs's condeſcenſion, admitted to 


ſee and ſpeak to him; I told him, 


that a poor young fellow, well bred, 
has, for the firſt offence, fallen a 


victim to the laws of his country; 
that I had watched him, and his 
behaviour, privately, ever ſince his 
firſt commitment, and found every 
thing I wiſhed in the fincereſt pe- 
nitent, and therefore I came to in- 
tercede for his life; for that I was 
convinced he would make a good 
ſubject in that part of the world 
where contrite hearts ſeem much 
wanted; that I was eaſy, tho' his 
tranſportation was for life ; but could 
not diſown, I hoped to ſee his life 
preſerved ; and was convinced, his 


prayers, 
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prayers, if he lived, would follow 
his patron to the grave. 

The great man ſtared, and ran 
about with as much ignorant and 
unmeaning hurry, as Mr, Cadwal- 
lader in a certain farce; talked much 
of the good laws of his country, his 
diſlike to ſhaping them to particular 
purpoſes, and the like; but con- 
cluded all, by ſaying, Sir, I am for 
juſtice, ſtrict and upright Juſtice ; 
let the guilty ſuffer ; his m y is 
too mild! But, (and then whiſper- 
ed) if you, or any friend of yours, 
(for if I remember right you are a 
Nottinghamſhire man) can ſerve me 
with even a ſingle vote in the bo- 
rough of ****, I'Il fave his life, not 
elſe! Here ended the whiſper : 
Then, as loud as the voice of a 
a Stentor, He muſt die, Sir; I love, 
and abide by the laws of my coun- 
try; juſtice muſt take place—I'm 
very 


E 


le 19r 
very buſy—an expreſs is juſt arrived; 
I have diſpatches, and muſt go to 
court. 

Thus we parted. — The poor 
young fellow, by this time, is 
happy, and clear of a troubleſome 
and ungrateful world. —I wiſh you 
well : accept the only preſent my 
poor ſituation will admit of; I 
mean the glaſs. Never diſpleaſe me 
by being fooliſhly fond of this paltry 
world, and you will, in the end, 
molt aſſuredly pleaſe yourſelf. Take 
good care of your health, and your 
ſpirits will take care of themſelves. 
Be thankful for the ſhare of good 
ſenſe you now enjoy, (and which 
will of courſe increaſe) by pitying 
thoſe who have leſs, and not envy- 
ing the perſon who may have more: 
I fay the perſon, as I believe there 
are not two ſuch, 


Adieu! 
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Adieu! perhaps, for ever! And 
let me conclude in my Addiſon's 


own words, againſt you quit the 
world, like myſelf, 


There, live retir'd; pray for the 

peace of Rome; 

Content thyſe If to be, obſcurely, good: 

When vice prevails, and impious 
men bear ſway, 

The poſt of honour is a private /ta- 


tion. 


